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Mr. GORDON' CASE. 


H E definitive treaty of peace concluded at Paris on 
the 1oth day of February 1763, was immediately on 
the exchange of the ratifications thereof officially 

tranſmitted to the governors of his majeſty's feveral provinces 

and colonies in America, and by them promulged. 


Mr. John Gordon, who then (and for many years before had) 


reſided in South Carolina, where he carried on a very extenſive 
trade and commerce, apprehended, from the words in which the 


20th article of the ſaid definitive treaty is conceived, that a 


favourable opportunity preſented itſelf to him for making a pur- 
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chaſe of lands in Florida“; Mr. Gordon therefore wrote to his 
correſpondent Mr. Jeſſe Fiſh, who reſided at St. Auguſtine, the 
capital of Eaſt Florida, deſiring him to enter into a treaty for 
the purchaſe of large tracts of land there. In anſwer to this, 
Mr. Fiſh informed Mr. Gordon that the extenſive country ceded 
to Great Britain by the name of Florida, contained large tracts 
of barren and unprofitable land, the ſoil of which was natu- 
rally bad and incapable of improvement; very large tracts of 
uncleared and uncultivated lands, the ſoil of which was natu- 
rally good; and alſo ſome very large tracts of excellent land 


* ARTICLE XX, In conſequence of the reſtitution ſtipulated in the preceding 
article, his Catholick majeſty cedes and guaranties, in full right, to his Britannick ma- 
jeſty, Florida, with fort St. Auguſttine, and the bay of Penſacola, as well as all that Spain 
poſſeſſes on the continent of North America to the eaſt, or to the ſouth eaſt, of the 
river Miſſiſſippi. And, in general, every thing that depends on the ſaid countries and 
lands, with the ſovereignty, property, poſſeſſion, and all rights, acquired by treaties or 
otherwiſe, which the Catholick king, and the crown of Spain, have had, till now, 
over the ſaid countries, lands, places, and their inhabitants; ſo that the Catholick king 
cedes and makes over the whole to the ſaid king, and to the crown of Great Britain, and 
that in the moſt ample manner and form. His Britannick majeſty agrees, on his ſide, to 
grant to the inhabitants of the countries, above ceded, the liberty of the Catholick 
religion: he will conſequently give the moſt expreſs and the moſt effectual orders, that 
his new Roman Catholick ſubjects may profeſs the worſhip of their religion, according 
to the rites of the Romiſh church, as far as the laws of Great Britain permit: his Bri- 
tannick majeſty further agrees, that the Spaniſh inhabitants, or others who had been ſub- 
jets of the Catholick king in the ſaid countries, may retire, with all ſafety and freedom, 
wherever they think proper; and may ſell their eftates, provided it be to his Britanuick 
majeſty's ſubjefs, and bring away their effects, as well as their perſons, without being 
reſtrained in their emigration, under any pretence whatſoever, except that of debts, or 
of criminal proſecutions: the term, limited for this emigraticn being fixed to the ſpace of 
eighteen months, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
preſent treaty. It is moreover ſtipulated, that his Catholick majeſty ſtiall have power to 
cauſe all the effects, that may belong to him, to be brought away, whether it be artillery 
or other things. 


which 
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which had been cleared, cultivated, and improved, and re- 
duced by the Spaniſh proprietors into regular ſettlements, 
and were then of great value, but which might be ſoon ren- 
| dered much more valuable when in the hands of Britiſh ſettlers, 
and cultivated in the mode adopted in the Britiſh colonies. 


That in order to make a large purchaſe of ſuch lands as are 
laſtly deſcribed, a very large ſum would be neceſſary, which 
muſt be depoſited at St. Auguſtine, either in ſpecie or in goods 
vendible among the Spaniards, as no good pnrchalſe could be 
made unleſs the whole of the purchaſe money were Pos down 
at or before the execution of the conveyances. 


That if Mr. Gordon ſhould be able 10 raiſe a fund ſufficient 
to carry his deſign into execution, he, Mr. Fiſh, would be glad 
to hold a ſhare in the concern ; that from his perſonal know- 
ledge of ſeveral valuable tracts of lands, and his intimate ac- 
quaintance with the proprietors of them, and his {kill in the 
Spaniſh language, all which he had acquired by many years 
reſidence as an agent or factor at St. Auguſtine, he was well 
aſſured he ſhould be able to give him every neceſſary informa- 
tion and aſſiſtance. 


On the receipt of this intelligence, Mr. Gordon (as it 
was neceſlary a large ſum of money ſhould be immediately 
raiſed) communicated it to ſeveral of his correſpondents and 
friends, who had expreſſed a deſire of pur chaſſ ng lands in 
Florida; - and it was thereupon agreed, that a large ſum in 
| ſpecie and various merchandize ſhould be immediately raiſed, 
and that Mr. Gordon ſhould, with all convenient ſpeed, pro- 

ceed 
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ceed therewith to St. Auguſtine, in order to purchaſe lands of 
the Spaniſh proprietors on account of himſelf, Mr. Jeſſe Fiſh, 
and the ſeveral perſons who ſhould contribute to raiſe the fund, 


and who being all of them his majeſty's natural born ſubjects 
were to be intereſted in the concern in ſuch ſhares as it was 


agrecd between them. 


The neceſſary fund being raiſed in conſequence of this 
agreement, Mr. Gordon proceeded therewith from Charles 
Town in South Carolina, and arrived at St. Auguſtine ſome time 


in the month of Auguſt 1763; but previouſly to his arrival there, 
Mr. Fiſh had, in conſequence of directions from him, entered 


into ſeveral contracts for the purchaſe of lands, and it was ſoon 
made known that Mr. Gordon brought money and effects with 


him to enable Mr. Fiſh to complete his contracts. 


His excellency Don Melchor Feliu, lieutenant colonel of the 
regiment of Spain, governor and captain general for the time 
being of the province of Florida, perceiving that, in conſe- 


quence of the 2oth article of the Definitive Treaty of peace, 


Britiſh ſubjects were about to purchaſe lands in Florida, and as 
it was probable ſome attempts might he made to impoſe on 
them by perſons pretending to be the proprietors of lands to 
which they had not any valid title, he therefore declared it 
much concerned the dignity of his royal maſter, that the ut- 
moſt care ſhouid be taken by his officers in Florida, that ſuch 
perſons as purchaſed of his ſubjects, in conſequence of the 
above-mentioned article of the Definitive Treaty, to which he 


was a party, ſhould have their reſpective purchaſes ſecured, 
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and their titles to them aſcertained and exemplified, in the beſt 

and moſt authentic manner; and for this purpoſe his excellency 

in an aſſembly (junta general) compoſed of the members of 

his council and the principal landholders in the province, com- 
miſſioned Don Juan de Cotilla (an experienced officer, and 
converſant in the matters to be referred to him) to receive 
all proofs and evidence of titles, which perſons claiming to 
be the proprietors of lands and other real property ſhould pro- 
duce before him, and ultimately to decide thereon : of this com- 
miſſion publick notice was given; and all Britiſh ſubjects who 
were about to purchaſe lands or other real property, were 
thereby adviſed and warned not to complete any purchaſe un- 
til the titles of thoſe who ſhould take upon them to diſpoſe of 
ſach real property were examined, inveſtigated, and approved 
of by the ſaid Don Juan de Cotilla, whom his excellency de- 
clared to be well and ſufficiently inveſted with all lawful power 
and authority to act in the premiſes. _ 


The wiſdom and good faith of this meaſure of the Spaniſh 
government in Florida is very obvious ; it included an ho- 
nourable, fair, and impartial attention to the juſt rights of the 
contracting parties, the ſubjects of the crowns of Great Britain 
and Spain: it was in the higheſt degree agreeable to the true and 


lawful proprietors of lands in Florida; nor was it leſs ſo to 


Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, whoſe deſign was to purchaſe lands 
for a fair and valuable conſideration - and not thereafter to 
avail themſelves of pretended titles, purchaſed for little or 
no conſideration, notwithſtanding they plainly foreſaw that it 

„ would 
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would neceſſarily raiſe the price of lands to which good and 
indiſputable titles could be made ; and it was only ſuch that 


they were deſirous of purchaſing. 


On theſe grounds and aſſurances, and with theſe precautions, 
Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, in the months of September and 
October 1763, made ſeveral purchaſes of very large tracts of 
land of various Spaniſh proprietors ; among others, they pur- 
chaſed of Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo a large tract, known 


by the name of Palica, ſituate about three or four leagues from 


the city of St. Auguſtine: a ſhort detail of the proceedings in 
which purchaſe, and of the evidence produced to ſhew a 
good title in the vendor, and of the manner in which 
the ſeveral proceedings, evidence, and conveyance were 
authenticated and confirmed, Mr. Gordon doubts not will ſuf- 


ficiently prove, beyond all ſuſpicion, the notoricty, care, cau- 


tion, and good faith with which the purchaſe in queſtion was 


begun, carried on, and completed; for which reaſon he thinks 


it neceſſary to inſert ſuch detail in this his caſe, and to ſubjoin 
thereto the whole proceedings (taithfully tranflated from the 


originals in Spaniſh by Mr. Baretti) by way of Appendix. 


s 92 


Mr. Gordon, Mr. Fiſh, and Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo 


having agreed for the purchaſe of Palica, Don Franciſco pre- 


ſented a petition to his excellency the governor Don Melchor 
Feliu, ſetting forth, that the lands in queſtion deſcended to him 
from his anceſtors, to part of which they derived a title by 


royal grants; and to the reſidue by purchaſes, for valuable 
| con- 
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conſideration ; and he therefore prayed that the evidence winch 
he had to produce to prove his title thereto, might be received 


and examined, in order that he might avail himſelf of the per- 


miſſion granted to his Catholick majeſty's ſubjects in Florida to 
to diſpoſe of their lands in conformity to the twentieth article 
of the definitive treaty of peace. Vide Appendix, Exhibit, 
N. I. | | | 
£ This petition was anſfivered by an auto, or inſtrument, dated 
28th September 1763, wherein it 1s recited, that Don Juan de 
Cotilla had been authorized, as is herein before- mentioned, to 
receive the evidence of titles to all real property in Florida; 
and his excellency thereby ſignified his approbation that the 
petitioner's evidence in ſupport of his title ſhould be received 
and proceeded on; this was ſigned by his-excellency in: due 
form in the preſence of Don Joſeph de Leon, his Catholick 
majeſty's ſecretary or notary for civil and military affairs in 
Florida *. Vide Exhibit, Ne II. 


On the due notification of the above auto to the judge Don 


| Juan de Cotilla, he appointed a day for the production of wit- 


neſſes, and ather evidence. Vide Exhibit, Ne III. 


And accordingly, on the 3d October 1763, Don Fran- 
ciſco Chryſoſtomo produced Antonio Joſeph Rodrigues y 


* Eſcrivano de Gobierno y Gierra, 


B | Quiros 
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Quiros, a native of Florida, aged eighty-one years and upwards, 


who being ſworn by the name of Almighty God, and by 


the ſign 'of the croſs, in due form of law, and being required 
to ſpeak the truth with reſpect to the matter of the ſaid petition, 
on his oath depoſed, That he had been ſeveral times on the 
lands in queſtion, and knew them to be in the actual poſſefſion 
of Juan Chryſoſtomo, the petitioner's grandfather, by virtue of 
royal grants and purchaſes made by him. He alſo deſcribed 
the boundaries of the lands to be fuch as mentioned in the peti- 
tion. Vide Exhibit, N* IV. 


Ildefonſo Sanchez, ds hemenant of dragoons, of the age of 


Hfty-four years and upwards, being ſworn, and required to 


ſpeak the truth as aforeſaid, on his oath depoſed, That to his 
certain knowledge the lands in queſtion deſcended on the pe- 
titioner from his anceſtors, who were in the a&4ual poſſeſſion of 
them by virtue of royal grants and purchaſes. He alſo de- 
ſcribed their boundaries, being well acquainted therewith. 
Vide Exhibit, Ne V. 


And laſtly, Don Phelipe Horrutiner, a native and inhabi- 


tant of Florida, of the age of fifry-eight years and upwards, 


being ſworn, and required to {peak the truth as aforeſaid, on 


his oath depoſed, That he of luis o knowledge knew, and it 


was public and nororious, that the lands in queſtion were the 
property of the petitioner, he having inherited them from his 
father Juan Chryſoſtomo, who came into poſſeſſion on the 
death of his father Juan Chryſoſtomo, in whoſe actual poſleſſion 

the 
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the deponent knew them to be by virtue of royal grants and 
purchaſes made by him. He allo deſcribed the boundaries to 
be ſuch as before deſcribed by the other witneſſes, and ſaid that 
he had been ſeveral times on the lands in queſtion, Vide 


Exhibit, Ne VI, 


The petitioner having thus laid before the judge parol proof 


of the actual poſſeſſion of the lands of Palica, he then proceeded 
to lay before him written evidence of the title by which ſuch 
poſſeſſion was acquired and maintained; and for that purpoſe 
he produced atteſted copies of the following deeds and writ- 
ings, the originals of which had been' duly regiſtered, aud were 
then remaining on record in the regilter office or public ar- 
chive of the laid N | OT ONS 0 


A conveyance or deed of ſale, bearing date St. Auguſtine in 
Florida, 1ſt September 1656, whereby Juan de Penaloſa bar- 
gains and ſells for a valuable conſideration a certain tract of 
corn land, ſituate in the diſtri of St. Nicholas (being part of 
the lands comprized in the. boundaries mentioned in the ſaid 
petition) to his couſin Juan Chryſoſtomo, and his heirs for ever, 
with the uſual warranty. Vide Exhibit, N' VII. | . 


A conveyance or deed of ſale, bearing date St. Auguſtine the 
29th April 1676, whereby Captain Don Lorenzo Joſeph de 
Leon, by virtue of the powers therein particularly recited, 
bargains and ſells for a valuable confideration to Juan Chry ſoſ- 
tomo, and his heirs for ever, certain lands in the diftri& of Palica 

B 2 (within 
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(within the boundaries mentioned in the Petition)! wth. the 
uſual pn Vide Exhibit, Ne VIII. | 


A petition of Juan chryſoſtomo to his excelleney Don Pablo 
de Hita y Zalazar, the then governor of F lorida, praying that 
certain lands which were the property of the crown, and in his 
petition mentioned, might be granted to him. Vide Exhibit, 
N. IX. 1210] | 


i grant of the ſaid 1 eng within the limits of Palica) 
bearing date in St. Auguſtine the 19th of May 1676, from his 
excellenoy the governor: to the ſaid Juan rages age and his 
hcirs for ever. "Vide 4 vi No. 1 15 
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Don F anſciſeo alſo ' 1-00 58 ks judge, an \ atteſted 
copy of a deed of exchange, bearing date St. Auguſtine, goth 
May 1676 made between Don Franciſco, de la Rocha, the 
then treaſurer of the city of Auguſtine, and Juan Chryſoſtomo, 


the petitioner's: grandfather, whereby the ſaid Don Franciſco 


conveyed to the {aid: Juan Chryſoſtomo, and his heirs for ever, 
a certain tract of corn land (within the limits of Palica) in ex- 
change for other lands conveyed to him by the . Juan Chry- 
ſoſtomo. Vide Exhibit, Ne XI. | 


A deed of ſale or conveyance, bearing date the fourth day 
of January 1677, from Don Franciſco Gonzales de Villa 


Garcia, for a valuable conſideration, to Juan Chryſoſtomo, 


the petitioner's grandfather, and: his heirs for ever, of a cer- 


tain tract of corn land in the diſtrict of Sabanillas, and which 
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is ſituate within the boundaries in the petition mentioned, 
Vide Exhibit, N' XII. 


A petition from the ſaid Juan Chryſoſtomo to his excellency 
the governor, ſetting forth the purchaſes he had made, and 
the grant of lands from the crown, and that the crown lands 
were barren and not fit for cultivating, and praying that an 
abatement ſhould be made to him of the fine which he was to 
pay into the royal treaſury tor the ſaid lands. Vide Exhibit, 


Ne XIII. 


A reference of the ſaid petition to the judges and officers of 
the royal treaſury, and their report thereon, bearing date 6th 
November 1677, and his, excellency the governor's approbation 
thereof. Vide Exhibits, N' XIV, XV, and XVI. | 


A renewed grant of the ſaid lands which had been before 
granted to the faid Juan, Chryſoſtomo at ſuch fine as the 
judges (officers of the royal treaſury) ſhould ſet, bearing date 
8th November 1667. Vide Exhibit, N* XVII. 


A report of the faid judges that the ſaid fine was ſet at 
thirty dollars, and a certificate that the fame was paid into the 
royal treaſury. Vide Exhibits, N* XVIII, XIX. 


Adeed of ſale or conveyance, bearing date the 14th Auguſt 1 682, 
from Don Antonio Menendez Marquez, judge and officer of the 


royal treaſury (conta duria wes of the province of Florida, to Juan 
| Chry- 
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Chryſoſtomo, and his heirs for ever, of a certain tract of cul- 
tivated land within the boundaries in the ſaid petition men- 
tioned. Vide Exhibit, Ne XX. 


The petitioner then produced proof that the atteſted copies 
of the ſeveral conveyances before-mentioned had been com- 
pared with the originals hen remaining on record in the 
publick archive of the province, that they agreed therewith, and 
that he was the grand/on of the ſaid Juan Chryſoſtomo in the 
ſaid deeds mentioned. Vide Exhibit, No XXI. | 


And as Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo claimed title to two tracts 


of land comprized within the boundarics deſcribed in the {aid 


petition, under the will of Donna Loronza Arangues y Sartucha, 
his grandmother, bearing date 7th February 1705. He laſtly 
produced an atteſted copy of ſo much of the ſaid will as re- 
lared thereto, and evidence of the ſaid tracts being in the 
actual poſſeſſion of the petitioner. Vide n No XXII. 
The ſeveral witneſſes, and deeds herein EE TPEI) 
having been carefully examined and inſpected by the judge Don 
Juan de Cotilla, he, by an inſtrument bearing date the 17th 
October 1763 (after reciting the authority under which he 
acted) declares that after due examination it appeared manifeſt 
to him that the petitioner Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo was the 
lawful proprietor and poſſeſſor of all the lands comprized 
within the boundaries deſcribed in The ſaid Petition, and 


that he had full power to {ell or alienate the fame to any 
4 ſub- 
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ſubject or ſubjects of his Britannick majeſty, agreeably to 
the twentieth article of the definitive treaty of peace ſigned at 
Paris the 1oth of February 1763, provided ſuch ſale or aliena- 
tion ſhould be made within the time limited by the ſaid treaty. 


Vide Exhibit, N' XXIII. 


The title of Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo to the lands which 
he had contracted to ſell to Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh having 
been thus publickly examined and inveſtigated, and thus ſo- 
lemnly eſtabliſhed, nothing more was neceſſary for complet- 
ing the contract, than the payment of the conſideration money 
by one of the contracting parties, and the execution of the 
deed of conveyance by the other : and accordingly, by a certain 
deed or inſtrument, bearing date St. Auguſtine in Florida, 2oth 
October 1763, made between Don Franciſco Chryſoſtomo of 
the one part, and the ſaid Mr. John Gordon and Mr. Jeſſe 


Fifh of the other, the ſaid Don Franciſco, in conſideration of 


4500 pieces of eight, amounting to 7701. ſterling and up- 
wards, which he acknowledged to have received in money and 
goods to his entire ſatisfation, ſold, conveyed, and transfer- 
red to the £ aid Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, and their heirs, all 
the lands in the petition herein before-mentioned, and in the 


ſaid deed, and i in a map or plan annexed thereto, particular ly 


_ deſcribed, with a clauſe of warranty ; which deed was executed 


by all the parties, in the preſence of ſeveral witneſles therein 
named; and, as the laws and cuſtoms of Florida required, in the 
preſence of Don Joſeph de Leon, the royal notary and public 
regiſter of the ſaid province. Vide Exhibit, N* XXIV. 


That 


LS.) 


That Don Joſeph de Leon executed the offices above-men- 
tioned, that to all deeds and inſtruments atteſted by him, entire 
faith and credit ought to be given, and that the ſaid ſale was 
completed within the time limited by the ſaid definitive treaty 
is certified by Don Juan de Cotilla. Vide Exhibit, Ne XXV. 


With the like notoriety, inveſtigation, and allowance of the 


titles, Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh alto purchaſed of various pro- 


prietors the ſeveral tracts of lands here, under-mentioned *, 
conſiſting of ſeveral hundred thouſand acres, and did actu— 
ally and bona fide pay (including the ſum paid to Don Fran- 
ciſco Chryſoſtomo) in goods and ipecie, the ſum of 10,000). 


ſterling, and upwards, as the conſideration money of ſuch pur- 


chaſes : and they have now in their cuſtody, ready to be pro- 
duced, the ſeveral conveyances under which they claim, the 
exemplification of the title of thoſe of whom they purchaſed, 
the proceedings before Don Juan de Cotilla, and his certificate 
of his examination, and approbation of the titles of the re 
vendors. 


The purchaſes having been khus made by the permiſſion , and 


under the authority of his excellency the governor Don Mel- 


chor Feliu, he, together with Don Juan Eſtevan de Penäl, his 


Catholick majeſty's treaſurer, or fiſcal of his royal revenue in 
P lorida, certified that Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, by virtue of 


+ Pypo, Pajacara & 0 Agopo, San Diego La Nes, San Buena Ventura, Color. Ste. 
Lucia, San Lorenzo de Aramaſaca, San Matheo, San Nicholas, San Jeronimo, Arato 
and Exſapile, Picalata, San Onofre and Pirigirigua, San Phelipe and Aracu, Los Corrales 


y Yquirico,. St. Ana de Alfaja, Tococruz, Yquifay, La Roſa del Diablo, Acuilaſiqui, 


La Chua, Aboſaya and Tampa. 
F and 
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and in conformity to the twentieth axticle of the Definitive 


Treaty. of peace as aforeſaid; had purchaſed in due form of law 


{con efefo} the ſeyeral tracts of land herein before referred to 
of the ſeveral proprietors who are in the ſaid certificate particy- 
larly mentioned and declared to have, inherited aud poſſeſſed the 
ſaid. lands hy gogd and valid titles, as appeared on a due exa- 


mination thereof by Don Juan de Cotilla, the judge-commiſ- 
ſioned * the ee (or Junta general) for that purpole. 


And his e certified; "hi the edits of the ſaid pur- 


chaſes having been eſtabliſhed and made manifeſt to them by 
| the production of the reſpective deeds of conveyance, and the 
certificate of Don Juan de Cotilla; therefore they declared that 
Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, were the true and lawful O , and 


pofſeſſors of the ſaid lands by virtue of the Definitive Treaty of 
Peace, and the ſaid deeds of CONVEY ang. 
«7 2 Is W& -:. | 

This ariſing Was Ganed by: his eh the laid Don 
Melchor Feliu, and the faid Don Juan Eſtevan de Penal, ſealed 
with the ſeal of the royal treaſury (conraduria),. and cqunter 
ſigned by Don Joſeph de Leon, his Catholick majeſty's ſecretary 
far the dale Praying af Neridke Wale Exhibit, N* XXVI. 


This was not —_—_ N any civil a eſtabliſhed at St, 
Auguſtine, ha acted under any authority derived from his 
Britannick majeſty. 3; however a8 Mr. Gordon's anf Mr. Fiſh's 
tranſactions were legal, open, and notgrious,. they thought it 


adviſeable to have the execution af the ſeveral deeds of convey- 
C Ance 
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vice-admiral of the ſame. 


is] 
ance proved before major Francis Ogilvie, who then commanded 
the Britiſh forces in Florida; and it appears by his certificate, 
bearing date St. Auguſtine rſt day of December 1763, that the 
ſeveral purchaſe deeds were produced before him, with maps or 
plans thereunto annexedy and that the due execution thereof 


by the vendors, who acknowledged to have reſpectively received 


the conſideration money therein-mentioned, was proved by the 
oath of Jofeph del Orme, the Engliſh interpreter to the late 
Spaniſh ated one of F Pride. Dozen OO 15 n. 


M1 [3 


By his majeſty” 8 royal becelinistloth Severin ate October 
1763, the country of Florida, ceded to the crown of Great 
Britain by the 20th article of the Definitive Treaty of peace, 


was declared to be divided into two diſtinct and ſeparate go- 


vernments by the names of Eaſt and Weſt Florida; bounded as 


is therein-mentioned : and in or about the month of Auguſt 
1764, colone] James Grant arrived at St. Auguſtine with his 
majeſty's commiſſion appointing him captain-general and com- 
mander in chief of his majeſty” $ ene of 3 . and 


1 j c ; ' 
: 47 'of SL 4 * 


As the lands which had been ene 1060 abe manner 
above-mentioned) by Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh were compre- 
hended within the houndaries of the government of Eaſt Flo- 


rida, Mr. Gordon (whom Mr. Fifh had legally impowered to 


tranſact all matters relative to their joint purchaſe) waited: on 
governor Grant immediately on his arrival at his: government, 


informed him of the ay which he had made; produced 
before 


E *b8- 1 


before him plans of the. ſeveral, tracts of land, the conveyances 
under which he claimed them, together with major Ogilvie's 
certificate of proof being made before him of the due execution 
of the conveyances ; he therefore prayed that they might be 
recorded in the regiſter office then, erected in St. Auguſtine, 
and, that care might be taken that no grant ſhould be made of 
any of the lands which Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh had pur- 
chaſe: gf, the, Soap propriviprs | 3 
inen do einn | „ 
In 9 of this application, governor Grant acquaint- 
* him that he had received his majeſty's commands * not to 


— — - — 


. + admit of any claims which ſhould be made within the province 
c under his government on pretence of purchaſes, grants, or 
5 conxyeyances fi from. the ſubjects of Spain, nor to ſuffer any 
7 « ſuch claims to be entered on record, excepting ſuch only as 
7 « having been firſt pr eſented to his majeſty ſhould have received 
85 his royal approbation on a Pr oper examination of them by the 
& : own lawyers in England, nor before fuch royal approbation ſhould 
= be regularly ſignified to him ;” and governor Grant at the ſame 
time declared, that when application ſhould be made to him 
6c in council, he would grant the lands in the ſame manner as if 
40 no purchaſes of chem from the Spaniſh proprietors had ever 
10 © been made, and that he would not allow any action to be brought 
10 « againſt the grantees of ſuch land before any court of law in that 
« hrovince, alleging that the caſe was not cognizable by any court 


1 of juſtice i in Amerika, but that the purchaſers who ſuppoſed 
4. * therhſelves aggrieved m_ apply 70 his majeſty for e 


* 
* . 
15 e 


et e en 
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This declaration on the part of governor Grant; that Mr. 
Gordon's deeds ſhould not be recorded in the publick office, 
and that the king's courts ſhould be ſhut againſt him, Mr. Gor- 
don corffeſſes he could not but conſider as an unwarrantable 
invaſion of the native riphes and priv Heges of a Britiſh ſubject, l 

and an expreſs violation of thoſe acquired rights witli which he ! 
conceived himſelf to be veſted, as being derived under the 
ſanction of the publick and private faith and convention of 1 
all parties, who before or ſince the congueſt and ceſſion of Florida | 
could claim any intereſt in the lands in "queſtion «+ therefore, as 
he foreſaw that many inconveniencies might ariſe to himſelf, 4 
and thoſe concerned with him in the purchaſe, as alſo to the ö 
grantees of the crown in caſe the x governor ſtiould grant away 1 
the lands which had been conveyed to him and Mr. Fi ſh, he 4 
thought it incumbent on him to give publick notice of kis claim | 
at St. Auguſtine, which was done by repeated printed adver- 
tiſements: and in the month of November 1764; "Me. Gordon 
preſented a | a memorial to governor Grant, wherein he ſet forth 
his caſe, and informed, him 1 . he had tranſinitted | to | his 


= a4 4 


of lands which had' beck kat, and he KDE of the 
Spanith governor and the treaſurer of his Catholick majeſty? 8. 
royal revenues in F lorida, that Mr. Gordon. and Mr. Fiſh were 
by good and valid title, for valuable eonſideration, become the 
true and legal owners and proprietors of the ſaid lands, and 
that he had authorized his correſpondents to make ſuch appli- 
cation [ance propoſal to r as was therein and is 

herein- 


2 ] 


herein-after particularly mentioned: the memorial further ſet 
forth, the injuſtice that the memorialiſt conceived would be 
done him if the lands ſhould be granted away without any re- 
gard being paid to his claim ; he therefore prayed that the go- 
vernor and his council would take the circumſtances in en 
his' caſe then as into their n 


Whether governor Grant could or could not, conſiſtently with 
the royal inſtructions which he had received, ſuſpend granting 
the lands in queſtion until the event of the above-mentioned ap- 
plication to government had been duly ſignified to him, was a 
matter not to be determined by Mr. Gordon's opinion: how- 
ever that may be, he ſoon found that his memorial would pro- 
duce no better effect than his perſonal application, as he had 
the mortification to ſee large tracts of land comprized within 
his purchaſe daily granted away by the governor. and council, 
as if no right or title to them whatever were veſted in Mr. 
Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, - or that 1755 had abandoned and taken 


20 ſtep 70 affert 1 right. i 


By the long detention of the veſſel in America which con- 
veyed Mr. Gordon's papers and inſtructions to his correſpon- 
dents i in London, and the time ſpent in prepairing a caſe, and 
procuring the opinion of council thereon, it was not until late 
in the year 156 5 that Mr. Gordotr's* agents were atviſed, that 
under the then circumſtances of his caſe the proper mode of 
ſeeking relief was Dy a memorial SUNOS. to "ul " majeſty ; in 


council. 
45777 12 


(22 J 


In conſequence of: which advice, Mr. Gordon's agents, ſoon 


after it was received, preſented a memorial addreſſed to the 
king's majeſty in council, whereby they ſet forth the circum- 


ſtances under which the purchales of the lands were made, and 
governor Grant's declaration to Mr. Gordon on his application 
to him that no grant ſhould be improvidently made of the 
lands which he claimed: and the memorialiſts further ſet forth, 
that if it were apprehended that the propriety of ſuch extenſive 
tracts of lands as were purchaſed by, Mr. Gordon and: Mr. Fiſh, 
being veſted in a few individuals, would at all impede or inter- 
fere with the meaſures which his majeſty's miniſters might have 


have formed for the better and more ſpeedily ſettling the pro- 


vince of Eaſt Florida, they, the memorialiſts, were duly autho- 
rlngd to treat with government; and if his majeſty ſhould be 
adviſed that the purchaſers holding the whole of the ſaid lands 
would be prejudicial to, the publick intereſt and welfare of the 
province, they . ( ſubmitting the title ro the inſpe@ion and opi- 
nion of hig majeſty's law ſervants) would {ell and convey any 
part of the ſaid lands that it ſhould be thought proper to have 
veſted in the crown at a fair and moderate price: the memo- 
rialiſts therefore prayed, that if government ſhould decline 
purchaſing of Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, that orders might be 
ſent to goyernor Grant that they ſhould be permitted to avail 
themſelves, of their legal and 1 juſt rights, or that they might be 
relieved i in ſuch other manner as to his majeſty ſhould ſeem meer. 
This 8 was, ſoon after i it was preſented, referred to 
the conſideration of the lords commiſſioners of trade and plan- 
tations ; 


* * 


[ 23 ] 


tations; which being made known to Mr. Gordon's agents, 
they, in the beginning of the year 1766, preſented a memorial 
much to the ſame purport with the foregoing, immediately 
addreſſed to the ſaid lords commiſſioners, excepting only that 
by the laſt-mentioned memorial they (having received fur- 
ther inſtructions from their principal) prayed that if his ma- 
jeſty ſhould be adviſed to purchaſe of Mr. Gordon and Mr. 
Fiſh, a certain quantity of land (very ſmall when compared 
with the quantity purchaſed by them) might. be reſerved by 
the purchaſers, as they intended immediately ſettling ſeveral 


induſtrious families thereon. 


It was not untl the month of June 1768, that it Was fig- 
nified to Mr. Gordon by a meſlage from governor Grant, that 
he had received inſtructiens that Mr. Gordon ſhould bring an 
action of treſpaſs in the names of himſelf and Mr. Fiſh, againſt 
a grantee of part of the lands they claimed, who was to juſtify 
under the grant, in order that if judgment ſhould be given 
contrary to the opinion of the attarney general of Florida, an appeal 
might be brought to the king in council, and proſecuted at the 


expence of the crowns 


This meſſage was received by Mr. Gordon in Charles Town, 
in South Carolina: in conſequence of which he embarked for 
Florida as ſoon as he conveniently. could and on the 3d of 
September 1768 . preſented, a memorial to, governor , Grant, 
wherein he briefly; ſtated ſome, objections to the mode propoſed 


for. his aſſerting his right, and. the propoſals which he had em- 
| powered 


redreſs. | 


1 24 } 
powered his agents to make to' government, and ſubmitting his 
title to the lands to any enquiry which the governor ſhould 
think proper to make, he prayed that he would be pleaſed 
to repreſent the cir cumſtances of his caſe to be fach as ed 
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Mr. Gordon ! is well aware Achat from his Aren to b 
cute his right in the manner above propoſed, an inference may 
poſlibly from that circumſtance alone be drawn to his preju- 
judice ; to obviate which, and that the merits of his caſe may 
be the better known and underſtood, it is neceſſary for him to 
delineate a ſhort ſketch of the ſituation in which he was in _ 
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As Mr. Gordon's claims extended very widely, and to the 


| moſt valuable tracts of lands in the province, it, was at this time 


impoſſible to have made out a panel of land holders, but who as 
grantees were in poſſeſſion of lands comprized. in Mr. Gordon's 
purchaſes, the validity of which grants the action 710 he me 
by them was prought ro impeach. nbi 8g un 1 


There was not at this time any advocate or other rede wide 
praiſed the lau in Florida, except the attorney-general;:' who 
WAS directed to take upon him the defence of the grantee: ef the 
crown; and it was not only neceſfary to Mr. Gordon that he 
mould have the aſſiſtance of an able advocate at the trial of an 
action on which fo much depended, but it was alſo! of the 
greateſt importance to him hat the pleadings ſhould be properly 

+ fet- 


- a } 


ſetiled before iſſue was joined; and that he ſhould be well ad- 
viſed whether he ſhould demur or reply to the defendant's 
plea or juſtification, as for want of ſuch advice and afliſtance 
fatal miſtakes might be made, and deciſive advantages over- 
looked ; the former of which {he would be told) could not be 
amended, nor could he avail himſelf of the latter, er a ver- 


dict had been given againſt him. 


Bat the abilities of the moſt ſkilful advocate, exerted before 
the moſt impartial judge, and unbiaſſed jury, could not poſli- 
bly have been of any ſervice to Mr. Gordon. 


The action which he was permitted to bring to try the vali- 
dity of his purchaſes was preſcribed to be an action of zreſpaſs; in 
which action, when brought for an injury done to real property, 
the law of England requires proof to be given of actual poſſe/- 
ſion in the plaintiff; and Mr. Gordon could not then have 


proved his having been put into actual poſſeſſion of the lands; 


for ſuch ceremony as is known in the Engliſh law by the name 
of livery of ſeiſin (and neceſſary by the common law for paſſ- 
ing a freehold) was not at all requiſite by the laws and 
cuſtoms of Florida at the time of his purchaſe; by which (as may 
be collected from the ſeveral deeds of alienation ſet forth in 
the appendix) a deed of conveyance of lands, when duly exe- 
cuted, does itſelf virtually and effectually transfer he poſſeſſion to 
the 2½/e in like manner as in England, he uſe (by the opera- 
tion of the ſtatute of the 27th Henry VIII.) is transferred 79 


the poſſeſſion, 
„ Admitting 
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Admitting that the above difficulty might have been got 
over (as Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh had ſeveral hundred heads 
of cattle depaſturing on part of the lands) yet, not only the 
actual poſſeſſion, but the right of poſſeſſion was the material 
point in iſſue to be determined by the action: this right the 
plaintiffs muſt have founded on the ſeveral deeds of purchaſe 
which were reſpectively duly executed for a valuable conſi- 
deration in the year 1763; but there was not a ſing/e witneſs to 
be found in Florida in the year 1768, when Mr. Gordon was 
permitted to bring his action, who could give evidence of the 


execution of either of the deeds. 


If the deeds (after proof of due execution} had been recorded | 


in the regiſter office of the province, the production of the 


deeds, or of exemplifications of them after they had been ſo 


recorded, would have ſuperſeded the neceffity of producing 
vVivd voce evidence of the execution on the trial. Mr. Gor- 


don, whilſt his witneſſes were in Florida, frequently applied 


to the regiſter that his deeds might be recorded in the ufual - 


manner, but Wis requeſt was as conſtantly refuſed by the ex- 


preſs orders and directions of governor Grant, agreeably to his 
perſonal declarations to Mr. Gordon: for theſe reaſons, the 


the plaintiffs in the propoſed action, muſt unavoidably have 
been nonſuited, in which eaſe 10 appeal could poſſibly have 
been brought by them. 


Theſe then are the unequal terms on which Mr. Gordon, if he 


had unadviſedly brought the action, would have been engaged. 
Es —— It 
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contrary to the opinion of the attorney-general of Florida, the ( ad- 
vocate for the defendant ) they muſt have abandoned their right, or 
proſecuted a tedious and very expenſ:ve appeal to his majeſty in 
council, which, on the part of their adverſe party, they were pre- 
cautioned would be defended at the expence of the crown ; but 
if the plaintiffs had been nonſuited (which they neceſſarily and 
unavoidably would have been) hey could not bring an appeal to 
any court of judicature in which the h ei of their cate might 
be adjudged and decided on. —For his declining this zneqral 
conteſt, Mr. Gordon perſuades himſelf the above plain ſtate of 
facts will convey not only a bare apology, but to every impartial 


mind a ſufficient juſtification. 


The conviction with which Mr. Gordon was impreſled of the 
validity of the titles to the lands which he had purchaſed, flattered 
him for a long time with the ſtrongeſt expectations that go- 
vernment would accede to the fair, moderate, and equitable 
propoſals which had been made on his behalf; but after the 
exchange of many letters and a conſiderable lapſe of time, he was 
at laſt informed by his agents, that they were not able to procure 
him any other redreſs than a permiſſion for him to try his 
right at law in Florida; therefore, as it was an affair of ſo much 


importance to him, they adviſed him to come over to England 


and ſolicit it in perſon. 


At the time and for ſome years before the receipt of this 
intelligence, Mr. Gordon was concerned in a very exten- 
{ive ſcene of buſineſs in the province of Georgia, as well 

D 2 as 


If judgment had been given in favour of the plaintiffs 


11 

as in that of South Carolina, for the direction and manage- 
ment of both of which his perſonal attendance was alter- 
nately neceſfary ; and it was not without the utmoſt regret 
that he ſaw himſelf now reduced to the diſagreeable dilemma 
of either conſidering as entirely loſt the /arge ſum of money 
which he had % his own account inveſted in the purchaſes 
made in Florida, or of abſenting himſelf for ſome time from his 
buſineſs in America : his confidence in the goodnels of his caſe, 
and the principles of juſtice and equity which direct his ma- 
jeſty's councils, induced him to believe that the merits of his 
caſe were not properly diſplayed or thoroughly underſtood ; he 
therefore determined (inconvenient as it was) to quit America 
as ſoon as he could poſſibly make the neceſſary diſpoſition and 
arrangement of his affairs, and proceed to England ; where he 
lately arrived, and preſented a memorial to the king's ma- 
jeſty in council, ſetting forth the circumſtances of his caſe, and 
praying that an examination and inſpection may be made of the 
validity of the title to the lands purchaſed as aforeſaid; and if 
on ſuch examination it ſhall appear to be well- founded, that it 
may be allowed and eſtabliſhed ; or otherwiſe, it his majeſty ſhall 
be adviſed that in the preſent ſituation of the province of Eaſt: 
Florida a general inconvenience might ariſe from the eſtabliſhment 
of the title, that he would be graciouſly pleated to order an ade- 
quate compenſation to be mzde to the perſons intereſted in the 
faid lands ; in which caſe they (in order to accommodate go- 
vernment) are willing to convey all their right and title thereto 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be required of them. 


From 
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From the ſituation in which the Spaniſh proprietors of the 
lands were at the time that they diſpoſed of their intereſt in 
them, it may well be ſuppoſed (nor has Mr. Gordon any de- 
ſire to conceal) that the purchaſes were made on terms very 
advantageous to the vendees ;. nor can it be imagined that mer- 


chants, whoſe capitals are never equal to the opportunities. 


of employing them, would inveſt ſo conſiderable a ſum of 


money as upwards of 10,000. ſterling in lands, without the 
fair proſpect of a conſiderable advantage and therefore Mr. 
Gordon apprehends, that under the terms adequate compenſation 


mentioned in his memorial, may be well comprehended, not 


only the principal, and intereſt on the purchaſe-money, the 
coſts. of the conveyances, the expence of different voyages to 
Florida and England, but alſo ſome reaſonable and moderate 
allowance for the diſappointment of that profit which the 
purchaſers would undoubtedly have made, if they had been. 


permitted to have availed themſelves of what they conceive: 


and truſt will, on due examination, appear to be their juſt: 
rights. | 


Mr. Gordon and Mr. Fiſh, who are conſcious of having acted 
in every ſtage of theſe tranſactions with the pureſt good faith. 
and moſt juſtifiable intentions, reſt their preſent application to 
government entirely on the merits of their caſe, and the juſtice 
of the crown, and humbly hope that ſuch enquiry will be di- 
rected to be made, and ſuch relief granted, as are prayed by 
their memorial, among other, for the foHowing 
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J. Bechuſe by the 20th article of the aft Definitive 


Treaty of peace concluded at Paris on the roth of 
February 1763, to which the kings of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain are parties, liberty is expre/3ly granted 
to the Spaniſh inhabitants of Florida to ſell their 
eſtates, provided it be to his Britannick majeſty's 
ſubjects, and within the ſpace of eighteen months, 
to be computed from the day of the exchange of 
the ratifications of the ſaid treaty. 


II. Becauſe the term eſtates (leurs biens) is the moſt ge— 


neral term under which both real and perſonal pro- 
perty is comprehended : the liberty granted to the 
ſubjects of his Catholick majeſty to ſell their e/tares 
within the limited time to his Britannick majeſty's 
ſabjects, neceſſarily and naturally implies a liberty 


to the latter to purchaſe ſuch eſtates within ſuch li- 
mited time; as a different conſtruction would entirely 


defeat his Catholick majeſty's ſubjects of that benefit 


which he was careful to ſtipulate for them by the 


ſaid treaty. 


III. Becauſe no declaration whatever was made on the 


part of his Britannick majeſty within the ſaid eighteen 

months: in the ſaid 2oth article mentioned, that the 

words of the ſaid article were to be conſtrued in any 

limited or reſtrained ſenſe whatever, or that the 
3 | crown 
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crown had or would exerciſe any prerogative with re- 
ſpect to preſcribing the mode or terms on which 
Britiſh ſubjects. ſhould be allowed to. purchaſe lands. 
in Florida 


IV. Becauſe from the royal inſtructions to governor Grant, 


by which he is directed not to admit of any claims. 
on pretences of purchaſes, grants, or conveyances. 
from the ſubjects of Spain, nor to ſuffer any ſuch 
claims to be entered on record, excepring ſuch only as 


| having been firſt preſented to his majeſty. ſhould have 


received his royal approbation on a proper examination 
of them by the crown lawyers in England, it muſt be 
inferred, that it was underſtood by government, that 
ſuch claims derived under titles from the Spaniſh. 
ſubjects might have been made, as after ſuch examina-- 
tion as aforeſaid would deſerve his majeſty's royal ap- 
probation, and ought to he admitted; and ſuch Mr. 
Gordon humbly inſiſts his will appear to be. 


v. Becauſe immediately on its being ſignified to Mr. 


Gordon, at a time when his wirneſſes were in Florida, 
that he ſhould nor be permitted to try his right at law 


there, and that he muſt apply to his majeſly for redreſs, 


ſuch applications were made as are above ſet forth; and 
the memorial lately preſented to the king's majeſty 
in council ought not to be conſidered as ſetting up. 
a dormant claim, but a continuation of the former re— 


cent applications made in conſequence of governor 


Grant's 
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Grant's declarations, that ſuch were at that time the 
proper mode for relief; and from the circumſtances 
above-mentioned, the parties who conceive them- 
ſelves to have been injured, have been abſolutely de- 
prived of every other, 
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VI. Becauſe the purchaſes in queſtion were made under 
the ſanction of a ſolemn treaty of peace, agreeably 

to the terms preſcribed thereby, with the utmoſt good 
faith and notoriety, after a due examination and al- 
lewance of the titles by a competent judge, for a va- 
Juable conſideration actuall)j paid, and by convey- 
ances duly and ſolemnly made and executed accord- 
ing to the laws and cuſtoms in force, at the time of 
ſuch execution, in the country in which the contracts 

were made, and the lands lay. 


FOWLER WALKER. 
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J. M. J. St. Auguſtine, in the Year 1 763. 


a AN UB RECORDS 
RELATIVE TO THE 


PROPERTY OF A LANDED ESTATE 


CALLED 


7 Pa G 4 


BELONGING TO 


FRANCISCO CHRISOSTOM O, 


A NATIVE AND INHABITANT OF THIS TOWN. 
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Exhibit, Ne 1. 


Fr ancisco CHR1sosSTOMO, a native and inhabitant of this town, in order to The petition 
of Franciſco 


avail myſelf in the moſt legal and folemn manner of the rights with which Chriſoſtomo 


Jam veſted, do appear before your excellency, and ſay, That I am the t his excel- 

; 3 3 lency the go- 
proprietor of thoſe lands which are contained from the place called La Boca del vernor, that 
the evidence 


Caño de Palica, to the place called El Caño de Norugſte. which ſaid lands did of his title to 


belong to Juan Chryſoſtomo, my grandfather; a part whereof was granted him the lands of 


in his majeſty's name by the captain- general of this town and diſtrict in the = pt | 


year ſixteen hundred ſeventy-ſix, at which time he paid into the royal treaſury aud exa- 


mined. 


the ſums that were cuſtomary, as an acknowledgment of vaſſalage to our lord 


the king; and another part he bought with his own money of various inhabi- 
tants of this town, in the years ſixteen hundred fifty-ſix, ſeventy-ſeven, and 
eighty-two, who poſſeſſed thoſe lands from time immemorial, as it appears by 
the deeds which my anceſtors were fortunate enough to ſave from the great fire 
that the enemies ſet to this town in the year ſeventeen hundred and two, and 
are at this time in the public office or archive of the preſent royal regiſter, And 
whereas it is now neceſſary to verify and eſtabliſh in the beſt poſſible manner 
my title to the ſaid lands, and the boundaries wherein they are comprehended, in 
order to enable myſelf to ſell them abſolutely, and to avoid all kind of hurtful 
and prejudicial conſequences to me and my heirs, may it pleaſe your excel- 

| a2 lency 


rr D LY 


lency to receive my information concerning the matters aforeſaid, and the ſeveral 
depoſitions of the witneſſes I have to produce, in order for them to declare whe- 
ther it be of publick notoriety that the lands from the Caño de Palica to the Caño 
del Norueſte are mine, and have been mine and my forefathers; and may like- 
wiſe point out and aſcertain their limits, declaring all they know concerning the 
premiſes. Your excellency will alſo be pleaſed to order that the preſent royal 
regiſter, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, may certify whether my title-deeds to the lands 
above-mentioned are legal and authentic; and alſo, that he may certify every 


_ clauſe in any will that may prove and eſtabliſn my right to the property which 
I claim: And I therefore beſeech your excellency to iſſue your orders accord- 


ing to this my petition, ſet forth in due form, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining 
my title to the ſaid lands, inaſmuch as my requeſt is founded in juſtice. And to 
all this I ſwear in the uſual due form, and that I do not proceed with any 
unjuſt deſign, &c. 5 | 

| (Signed) FRANSISCO CHRISOSTOMO. 


Exhibit, N® II. 


The order HERE As the captain Don Juan de Cotilla, engineer in ordinary of the 


* 42 . fortreſs of Havanna, and now reſiding in this town, has been com- 
the above miſſioned by the general royal council (junta general) to aſcertain the titles 


Petition. hich the inhabitants of this province have to the lands and houſes, and their 


right to alienate them: I declare him to be inveſted with full power for taking 
the neceſſary informations, and in the accuſtomed forms, concerning the ſaid 
rights and titles. Let therefore the ſaid Don Juan de Cotilla examine, in the 
preſence of the royal notary publick for civil and military affairs, the witneſſes 
that the parties ſhall produce; and for that purpoſe I do hereby give him full 
power ultimately to decide thereon, and to declare the facts on which the ſaid 
titles are founded, as well with reſpect to the original deeds, as the witneſſes 
which the parties ſhall produce. And let the ſaid Don Juan de Cotilla interpoſe 
his authority and judicial decree for the eſtabliſhment of right; and for this pur- 
poſe let the ſaid royal notary publick give all the authentic inſtruments and docu- 
ments which ſhall be required of him by the parties concerned, in order to af- 


certain and eſtabliſh the ſaid titles. 


The 
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The premiſes conſidered, his excellency Don Melchor Feliu, heutenant-co- 
lonel of the regiment of Spain, governor and captain-general for the time being 
in theſe provinces, ſigned this or the n eighth of September ſeventeen 


(Signed) MEECHOR FELI U. 
| Before me 
JOSEPH pz LEON, | | . 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs “. 


Exhibit, N® III. 


N Florida, September the twenty-cighth, in the year ſeventeen hundred on Jaan de 


and ſixty-three, the preceding order (auto) was made known to the ſaid . 2 
a 


captain Don Juan de Cotulla, engineer of the fortreſs of Havanna, and reſid- the commiſ- 


ing in this town, who having heard and underſtood the ſame faid, that he Jen nnd . 


would accept, and did accept the commiſſion, which his excellency the go- petitioner 
2 1 72 ; ſhould pro- 

vernor and captain-general confers on him : and he has ſubmitted to execute quce his evi- 

it, as he is obliged, with all loyalty and fidelity, in this as well as in all other _ before: 


matters of the ſame nature and tendency: and he Ligned the ſame ; which I - 
atteſt, 
(Signed) JUAN ve COTILLA. 


Before me 


JOSEPH D LEON, 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


MMEDIATELY, and on the ſame day, I gave notice of the above ordinance 
to Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town, and to him in 


perſon; which I atteſt, 
JOSEPH pe LEON, 45 


St. Auguſtine in Florida, September the twenty-ninth, IE hundred 
and fſixty-three 


N Eſcrivino de Gebiss y Güerra. 


Fc 


E ND IX f 
N conformity to the commiſſion conferred by his excellency the . governor A 
and captain-general of theſe provinces, to his order (auto) bearing date yeſter- 
day, which is hereunto annexed, and in order to verify the information which + 
the party offers, as is mentioned in his petition, which is allo hereunto annexed; | 
let the ſaid royal notary give due notice, that within the two following days the 
party produce his witneſſes for taking the ſaid information, and let him bring 
all his evidence and certificates, and all other inſtruments whatſoever, and de- 
liver the ſame to the aforeſaid royal notary publick, in order that the ſame 
may be properly authenticated, | 


JUAN PD COTILLA. 
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TH E premiſes being conſidered, captain Don Juan de Cotilla, engineer of the 

royal armies, and judge-commiſſioned for aſcertaining all rights and titles 
of the inhabitants of theſe provinces, ſigned it in September twenty-ninth, ſeven- 
teen hundred and fixty-three, which I atteſt, 


JOSEPH DE LEON, | 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


MMEDIATELY, and on the ſame day, I gave notice of the above order 
to Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town, and to him in per- 
fon ; which I atteſt. 


OSEPH D LEON, &c. 


Exhibit, No IV. 


. N this town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, October the firſt, ſeventeen hun- 
The depoli- dred and ſixty-three, and in favour of Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, a native and 
tion of Anto- , , 3 | < hd 5 2 7 a 
nio Joſeph inhabitant of this town, according to the information required of me by captain 
1 Don Juan de Cotilla, engineer in the royal armies, now reſiding in this town, 

judge-commiſſioned to aſcertain the titles and rights to lands of theſe inhabZ 
tants: I Antonio Joſeph Rodrigues y Quiros, likewiſe a native and inhabi- 
| tant 
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tant of the ſaid town, under my oath by Almighty God, taken before his majeſ- 
ty's notary publick for civil and military affairs, and after having croſſed my ſelf 
like a chriſtian, proteſting to tell nothing but the truth; and being queſtioned . 
according to the tenor of the ſaid petition of the ſaid Franciſco Chiſoſtomo 
hereunto annexed, I ſay, under the obligation of the ſaid oath, that it is certain, 
true, and of publick notoriety, that among the ſeveral eſtates poſſeſſed by the in- 
habitants of this province, I have a perfett knowledge of that belonging to 
Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, where I have been many times; and that the ſaid eſtate 
conſiſts of the lands which are contained from the Boca del Cano de Palica, 
ſituated four leagues to the ſouth of this town, to the Boca del Caño de No- 
rueſte, of about three leagues in extent to the weſt; on which lands the de- 
ceaſed Juan Chriſoſtomo, grandfather to the petitioner, fed and reared up both 
cattle and ſheep. And I alfo atteſt, that the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo had 
bought with his own money a great part of the ſaid lands of the inhabitants. 
of this town, who poſſeſſed them from time immemorial ; and that of ſome 
part of them he had a grant made him by the governor and captain-general 
that was at that time in this town and province, in conſequence of the power 
that he had of granting lands in the name of his majeſty the king, to whom 
the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo had paid the acknowledgment of vaſſalage, as it was 
then uſual and cuſtomary : and that, as to the extent and boundaries of the 
ſaid lands, this deponent knows and is certain as above, that the ſaid eſtate was 
three leagues in extent towards the weſt from the Boca del Cano de Pa- 
lica extending to this ſide, which is that of the north of the country, to the 
paſture and arable lands belonging to other inhabitants of this town; and alſo 
to the Boca del Caño del Norueſte, three leagues more to the weſt towards this 
fide, which is that of the ſouth of this town, cloſe to the eſtate and habita- 
tions belonging to Don Juan Benedict Horrutiner : and that the boundary 
and extent on the fide of the weſt went cloſe to the lands of Su. Onefre y 
Pirigirigua, belonging to Don Antony de Arguelles and his ſon Don 
Diego. 


This is what I know and can declare concerning the premiſes; and it 
is the truth, as by the oath I have zaken;, and this I affirm and ratify, that it is 
| the 


The depoſi- 
tion of Don 
Ildefonſo 
Sanchez, 


ND I X. 


the truth: bad J am eighty-one years old, and ſign it together with the ſaid 
judge-commiſſioned, and atteſt it, 


(Signed) JUAN voz COTILLA. 
ANTONY JOSEPH RODRIGUES Y QUIROS. 


Before me 
JOSEPH DDE LEON, 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


Exhibit, No v. 


MMEDIATELY on the ſame day (according to the petition that Fran- 
ciſco Chriſoſtomo has preſented, and was received) before me, captain and 
judge. commiſſioned, the lieutenant of cavalry Don Ildefonſo Sanchez offered 


himſelf as a witneſs; and J received the oath which he took by Almighty God, 


and ſaw the ſign of the croſs * he made, by which he promiſed to ſpeak 
truth. 


And having queſtioned him according to the tenor of the petition hereunto 
annexed, he ſays, that he knows and is certain, and has alſo always heard it as 


a publick and notorious thing, that the lands which run from the Capo de Pa- 
lica to the Boca del Cano del Norueſte, do in property belong to Franciſco 


Chriſoſtomo, who inherited them of his anceſtors, who poſſeſſed the ſaid lands 
as they had bought the greater part of them of the owners that cultivated them 
from time immemorial : and the remainder of them they poſſeſſed by virtue of 
a grant from the governors and captain-generais, paying for them the acknow- 
legement of vaſſalage to our lord the king, in whoſe name they were put in 
Poſſeſſion, and had the lawful property of them, according to the uſe and cuſ- 
tom, ever ſince the conqueſt of this continent. 


And zs to the limits and boundaries of the ſame lands, the deponent 
knows fer certain, having been many times on the ſaid eſtate, and ſeen the 


paſture and arable lands thereof, at the time that he was young, and likewiſe- 


after, 
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after, as his employment brought him to croſs all the ſaid eſtate, and to go 
there with ſome detachments of troops in order to protect the king's workmen 
who went to fell timber on the hills : ſo that he is certain that the boundaries 
of the ſaid eſtate, on the ſide of the eaſt, is the bank of the ſtream that runs 
from this town through the diſtrict called de Matanzas towards the ſouth ; and 


that it is contained and comprehended from the ſtream called El Cano de Palica, 


which is four leagues to the ſouth of this town, to the Cano del Norueſte, 


which is computed to be nine leagues (little more or leſs) diſtant from this town. 


And the ſaid lands run on an extent of three leagues likewiſe to the weſt from 
the ſaid Caro de Palica extending to the north, and bordering upon the arable 


lands of many inhabitants of this town, as well as from the Boca del Cano del 


Norueſte bordering to the ſouth with the eſtate called Los Corrales, which belongs 
to the heirs of Don Juan Benedict Horrutiner. And the boundary on the 


ſide of the weſt is the lands of the eſtate called Sn. Onefre and Pirigirigua, which 


belongs to the heirs of Don Antonio and Don Diego de Arguelles. And the 
ſaid deponent likewiſe knows for certain, that Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, the peti- 
tioner, is the lawful ſon of Juan Chriſoſtomo, and grandſon of another Juan 
Chriſoſtomo, who was the firſt that ſettled and ſtocked with catile the eſtate in 
queſtion, as it is of publick notoriety in this town and province. Which is all 
that the deponent knows and can declare upon his oath by Almighty God to 
be the truth about the premiſes. | 

And he, the deponent, is now four-and-fifty years old, and has ſigned this, 
together with the judge-commiſſioned ; which I atteſt, 


LEAN D SG 
| ILDEFONSO SANCHEZ. 


— 


| Before me | 
JOSEPH D LEON, 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


b Exhibit, 


The de = 
tion of 
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rutiner. 
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Exhibit, Ne VI. 


TMMEDIATELY on the next day (in conſequence of the petition, 

which the ſaid Franciſco Chriſoſtomo has preſented and was received) in the 
preſence of the captain and judge-commiſſioned, Don Philip Horrutiner, a 
native and inhabitant of this town, preſented himſelf as a witneſs before me, fie 
king's notary publick for civil and military affairs : and the ſaid Don Philip 
took his oath by Almighty God, and croſſed himſelf, under the obligation of 


which he promiſed to declare the truth. 


And being queſtioned according to the tenor of the ſaid petition hereunto 
annexed, he ſaid that be &nows for certain, and has likewiſe heard it as a thing 
of publick notoriety, that the lands from the Boca del Cano de Palica, down to 
the Cano del Noruefte, are the property of Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, who inherited 


them on the demiſe of his father Juan Chriſoſtomo, who became poſſeſſed 


of them on the death of his father Juan Chriſoſtomo, who was the perſon that 
bought the beſt part of thoſe lands of ſeveral inhabitants of this town and 
province; and another part was granted him by the then governors on his 
paying to the king the due acknowlegement of vaſſalage ; by virtue whereof, 


in his majeſty's name, he obtained the property, and was put in Poſſe on of 


them; wherefore they all progreſſively fed and reared up cattle of various 
kinds on the eſtate aforeſaid. e 


Which things the deponent ſaw when he was yet very young: and as to the 
extent and limits of thoſe lands, he has had frequent opportunities whereby he is 
enabled to aſcertain them, as he often went with ſome horſe troops of this town 
and province over them; and he knows it for certain, that they are three 
leagues in extent from the Boca del Caño del Norueſte to the other Boca del Caño, 
called De Palica ; and that they border to the north with the paſtures and other 
lands of the eſtates called Los Corrales, which belong to the heirs of Don Juan 
Benedict Horrutiner, and to the weſt with the eſtate called Sz. Onefre and Pirigi- 
rigua, which belong to the heirs of Don Antony and Don Diego Arguelles. 

This 
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This is what the ſaid deponent has to ſay about this matter, and upon the 
oath that he has taken, which he confirms and ratifics, 


And he the ſaid deponent is eight-and-fifty years old, and has ſigned this, 
together with the ſaid captain and judge-commiſſioned ; which I atteſt, 


JUAN vs COTILLA, 


(Signed) 
PHILIP BENEDICT HORRUTINER. 


Before me : 
JOSEPH vzx LE EOW 
His majeſty's publick notary for civil and military affairs. 


Exhibit, No VII. 


ET all who ſhall ſee this publick deed and initrument of actual ſale 4 eq of 
know, that I Juan de Penaloſa, a ſoldier in this town of St. Augul- - 405.06 

anas made 
tine in Florida, do really and effectually grant and ſell to Juan Chriſoſtomo, my between Juan 


cculin, an inhabitant of this town, for himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 3 24 5 
piece of land which I have, on «hich Indian Cora is ſown, in the diſtrict of 1 
St. Nicholas, together with the land that belongs to it, and with all the uſages, eee 
cuſtoms, appurtenances, and ſervitudes thereto annexed; the boundaries 8 
whereof on the ſouth ſide reach the paſtures of the heirs of Franciſco de la Cruz, 

now dead, and on the north ſide reach Chaparral and the hill called de la Urca 

and on the weſt ſide reach the arable lands and tenements of their excellencics 

the governors : which lands of mine J have inherited of ny lawful mother, now 

dead, who had herfelf inherited them of Antonio Martin her father, and my 
grandfather. Such lands I fell free from all mortgage, tribute, and from all 

other duty, engagement, and burthen, for I declare they have none: and I ſel] 


them for the price of an hundred reals of filver of thirty-four maravedis each, 


which ſum ] have received of the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo in ſo many effective 


reals, that are now in my poſſeſſion. Therefore, ſhould no proof hereafter appear 
of the actual payment of this money, I hereby renounce the laws called del Re- 
civo, de non numerata Pecunia, Exercisn de! Dolo and all the others of like 
purport, accordi”,; to their reſpective tenor; and I therefore declare, that the 

b 2 laid 
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ſaid piece of land, with all that belongs to it, is not worth more than the 
ſaid ſum of money; and in caſe it was worth more, be it what it will, I make a 
free gift and donation of that ſurplus to the buyer, together with all the deeds, 
inſtruments, and covenants that may be neceſſary to eſtabliſh his title; and I 
give up to him all my rights whatſoever to that my inheritance, tenement, pro- 
perty, and dominion, and all other claim real and perſonal that I ever had or 
have with reſpect to that inheritance ; and yield it all, and give up, and transfer 
the ſame to the ſaid buyer, and to all that ſhall derive title from him; and I give 


him the power and right, that he, by his own authority or judicially, may take 


poſſeſſion as aforeſaid. 


And as a ſign and token of all that is ſaid, I deliver unto him this preſent 
writing, by which his acquisition may be rendered undoubrful, without any other title; 
acquitting him of any further obligation : and as a real and actual grantor, and 
in the beſt manner that I may or can, I bind myſelf to evince the validity of this 
my ſale, and the ſecurity and authenticity of this preſent deed of ſale in the 
beſt form; to the end, that neither it, nor any part of it, may ever be called in 
queſtion, nor any hindrance laid in the way of the execution of it. And in 
caſe this ſhould happen, I engage to appear on the fifth day after notice given 
me of it, and at my own expence, to ſupport and defend the ſaid buyer before 
any magiſtrate whatſoever, until I may ſee him in quiet and peaceable poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, free from all charges of proſecution. And in defect thereof, I will 
make him reſtitution of the ſaid ſum of one hundred reals, together with the coſts, 
intereſts, damages, and detriments that he ſhall ſuffer on this account, 


To the fulfilling of all which I bind over my perſon, together with all that 
J have, or may hereafter have: and I give power to all his majeſty's judges and 
magiſtrates throughout all his majeſty's countries and juriſdictions, to all and 
each of whom I ſubmit myſelf, to compel and force me to fulfil all that is above- 


mentioned; and I give up my right of domicil and every other to the ſaid piece of 


land and its appurtenances, renouncing the law / convenerit de juriſdifione 
omnium judicum, and the law intitled u/tima pragmatica de las ſubmiſſiones; and 
in order that I may be obliged thereto as effectually as if it were by a definitive 
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ſentence of a competent judge by due authority paſſed in a cauſe adjudged by 
him, I alſo renounce all other claims, rights, and benefits to which I might 
otherwiſe be entitled, ; | 


And 1, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, who am here in perſon, have accepted 
and do accept of this writing in my favour, and receive the ſaid piece of land, 
for which I have paid the above-mentioned hundred reals; and thereupon do 
declare myſelf to be perfectly ſatisfied to my full will, and hereby renounce the 

laws entitled De! Entrego, Excepcion del Dolo, and all other that may be relative 
to this tranſaction. 


In witneſs whereof both parties fully agree, as to all that concerns them; and 
this is done in the town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, on the firſt of September, 
ſixteen hundred and fifty-ſix. 


And I, the notary publick, atteſt, that I know both the parties, and that the 
the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo has ſigned this agreement; and for the ſaid Juan de 
Pefialoſa, and at his deſire, it was ſigned by the enſign Andrez de Sotomayor, 
who was a witneſs to this tranſaction and deed, together with the corporal 
Auguſtin Monzon, and Manuel Rodriguez de Torres. 


At the deſire of Juan de Penaloſa, and 
as a witneſs Andrez de Sotomayor. 


JUAN CHRISOSTOMO. 


Before me 


JUAN MORENO y SEGOVIA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


T HE above copy agrees with its original as it was tranſacted before me; The regiſters 


which original remains in my power and cuſtody in the publick regiſter of the aaa 


writings and agreements made and tranſacted within this preſent year, whereto I _ ” = 
. Þ 2 Above deed. 
refer. And to the end that the parties may avail themſelves of their agreement, 
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1 give this preſent copy ſubſcribed and ſigned in the town of St. Auguſtine in 
Florida, on the ſixth of September, ſixteen hundred and fifty-ſix. And I ſign it in 


token of the truth. 


JUAN MORENO Y SEGOVIA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


Exhibit, N VIII. 
Ader of 3 E T all thoſe who may and ſhall fee this writing know, that I, captain 
1 Lorenzo Joſeph de Leon, as ſteward (Mayordomo) of his holineſs the pope, 


land in the 


3 + and advocate-general (Sindico genera.) of the convent of St. Francis of this town 
captain Lo- and province of St. Helen, and of the clergy that aſſiſt in carrying on the con- 


7 ofſeph : : . F 
1 verſion of the natives thereof, and by virtue of the powers where with I am in- 


de Leon to 
van Chri- veſted, relative to the affairs of the ſaid province, in conſequence of a congrega- 


dued St. Au- tion held by the reverend father provincial, and the fathers definitors of the ſaid 
2 convent, on the twenty- fifth of this preſent month, in which they determined, that, 
| according to the rules and ſtatutes of their order, they cannot hold and be poſ- 
ſeſſed of any property: and in the ſaid congregation they have agreed to ſell a 

piece of land, which had been given by way of an alms to the ſaid convent, 

which piece of land is ſituated in the diſtrict called Palica, bounded on one 

fide by another piece of land belonging to captain Nicholas de Carminatis : 

and whereas the ſaid piece of land is of no advantage nor profit to the ſaid 

convent : therefore, by virtue of the ſaid power wherewith I am inveſted, and 

as advocate-general to the ſaid convent, being well aware and fully informed 

of what is proper to do in this cafe, I give up, and really and effectually 

ſell to Juan Chriſoſtomo, a native of this town, for himſelf, his heirs and ſuc- 

ceſſors, and for all that ſhall have and derive any right or title from him, the 

piece of land above-ſaid, that belongs to the ſaid convent, for the price of 

ſixty dollars (Peſes de Plata) which he, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, has 

given and paid me for the ſaid piece of land in ſo many effective reals ; ſo 

that I call myſelf fully ſatisfied and paid in the name of the ſaid convent: where- 

upon I renounce the laws entitled De la Entrego, Pru va del Recivo, and all 

other laws whatſoever. And I further declare, that the ſaid piece of land, and 

its appurtenances, are free, and not mortgaged in any- wiſe, nor bound to any tri- 
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bute, nor to any other particular or general charge or duty: which piece of land is 
to be enjoyed by the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from this 
day forwards for ever, with all its incomes and yicldings, rights, actions, uſages, 
cuſtoms, and fervitudes whatſoever ; becauſe all that is there belongs at preſent 


by all means to him, And I further declare, that the ſaid ſixty dollars are the 


juſt price and value of the ſaid piece of land, and that the ſaid is not worth 
more: and in caſe it was, or were to be, in the name of the ſaid convent I 
make him a free gift and irrevocable donation of any ſuch ſurplus whatſoever, 
and donation inter vivos, as it is called in law, from this moment for ever, and 
with all the authenticities and renunciations thereto required. And I re- 
nounce the right called De la Iuſinuacion, and the laws entitled Del Engafio 
Maysr y Mendr, y Norme y Normiſſimo; and to the law and rule of the ordinance 
made by the king in the Cortes of Alcala de Henares, and to all other laws and 
rules that may be relative to this point. h | 


And from this day, in which this writing is dated, be it known, that I de- 
prive the ſaid convent of the ſaid piece of land and its appurtenances, and of 
the rights and titles that the ſaid convent has on the ſame: and I deliver it up 
to the ſaid Juan Chrifoftomo, that it may belong to him and be his property; 
ſo that he may ſell the premiſes, or exchange, or alienate and diſpoſe of them 
at his own will, as a thing that is his own, bought with his own money, and. 


acquired and held by a juſt and right title, and in good faith. 


And! give him a full power to take and hold the poſſeſſion of the ſaid piece of 
land and appurtenances thereto belonging; in token whereof I deliver him this 
writing of publick ſale, hat in virtue thereof, or a copy of it, he may hold and 


Poſſeſs the ſaid premiſes without any further at? of poſſeſſion. 


And by the preſent inſtrument and deed, I bind the goods of my ſaid party 
towards the ſecurity of this preſent abſolute ſale of the ſaid piece of land and its 


appurtenances, againſt any perſon or perſons that might claim them of him in 
any manner whatſoever. And I engage to take upon myſelf the part and de- 
fence of this his right, in caſe it ſhall be controverted, on the third day after 
his giving me notice of it, until I ſee him ſettled in' the quiet and peaceable 


4 | poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion thereof: and ſnould I not do this, I promiſe to make him reſtitution 
of the ſixty dollars aforeſaid, and in the ſame manner that he gave and paid 

them me; and alſo ſubmitting myſelf to pay for all expences, coſts, damages, 
and detriments that he might incur on account of the premiſes. 


And I, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, who am perfectly apprized of all that is 
contained in this writing, do hereby declare that I accept of it, according to 
its contents. And both parties (each for himſelf) give full power to any judge 
or magiſtrate to keep them to the letter of it, as if it were a definitive ſentence 
paſſed on a thing perfectly decided; and we both renounce, as above-menti- 
oned, all laws and ſtatutes, general or particular, that may be in our re- 
ſpective favour. { | | 
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In witneſs whereof we ſign and ſubſcribe this, and in the preſence of the 
publick notary and witneſſes: and this writing was made in the town of St. 
Auguſtine in Florida, on the twenty-ninth of April, ſixteen hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix. And I the notary publick do atteſt, that I know the parties, and 
that they ſigned this : and the witneſſes were the captains Antony de Arguelles 
and Alonzo Diaz Mexia, and the adjutant Diego Jacinto. 


LORENZO JOSEPH vz LEON. 
JUAN CHRISOSTOMO. 
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Before me . 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


| Theregiſter's T H E above copy agrees with its original, which was made before me, and 


92096 ary remains with me; whereto I refer. And at the requeſt of Juan Chriſoſtomo 
ticity of the I give this preſent copy this day of the N And in token of the tyuth 
above deed. 
thereof I ſign it. 
ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 
= RY Exhibit, 
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Exhibit, N IX. 


Jvan CHrIsSOSTOMO, a native of this town, do appear before your The petition 
1 excellency in the beſt form that becomes my right, and ſay, that I am 8 
provided with a herd of cattle, and that I intend to ſtock a farm with the ſame; for a royal 
and becauſe in the diſtrict called Pace, on the ſouth fide of the WES 
land is proper for ſuch purpoſe: and whereas there were ſeveral pieces 1 125 
of arable land in that diſtrict, which formerly belonged to ſeveral perſons, | 

and are now mine, I humbly deſire, in order to eſtabliſh the ſaid farm, that 

the king may grant me a right of poſſeſſion of the pine-woods and hills in the 

environs, which will not prove prejudicial to any third perſon, nor to any of 

the natives of this province; and this will turn to the good and advantage of 

this colony. Wherefore, I beſeech your excellency, in conſideration of the 

premiſes, to make me, in his majeſty's name, the grant thereof, in the ſame 

manner grants have been made to other perſons who have eſtabliſhed farms in 

this province, fixing me a ſufficient time for my ſettling my cattle in the ſaid 

diſtrict, and giving me a title in good form to that purpoſe; for which I 

ſhall be juſtly thankful. | 


JUAN CHRISOSTOMO. 


4 


H IS excellency Don Pablo de Yta y Zalazar, governor and captain-general Theregiſter's 


of this town of St. Auguſtine in Florida and its provinces, has received eee ed 
the aforeſaid petition, which has been regiſtered this day, May the nineteenth, city of the 


ſixteen hundred and ſeventy-ſix ; which I atteſt, above deed. 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 
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A grant by 
his excellen- 
cy the go- 
vernor of the 
lands menti- 
oned in the 


. foregoing 


petition. 
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Exhibit, Ne X. 


N the town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, May the nineteenth, ſixteen hun- 

. dred and ſeventy-fix, his excellency Don Pablo de Yta y Zalazar, governor 
and captain-general of this town and its provinces in the name of our lord the 
king, having ſeen the petition preſented in behalf of Juan Chriſoſtomo, an in- 
habitant of this town, and made acquainted with the deſire he has that the lands 
he requires may be granted to him, in order for him to eſtabliſh and ſtock a 
farm with cattle in the diſtrict called Palica; and whereas an encreaſe of cattle 
in the neighbourhood of this town will prove advantageous and beneficial to 
this colony, and afford ready proviſions in caſe of neceſſity to this town, which 


is a thing to be attended to; therefore, and the premiſes well conſidered, his 


excellency, in his majeſty's name, and by virtue of the faculty and power in- 
veſted in him, has granted and does grant to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo the 
permiſſion he aſks for; which is, that he may feed and rear up the cattle that 
he actually has, and ſhall henceforwards have, and ſettle and eſtabliſh the farm 
that he intends to have in the diſtrict he petitions for, within a circumference 
of three leagues, on condition that he do not occupy, any part of the, ſame. 


diſtrict to the hurt and prejudice of any third perſon, nor of any of the original 


natives of theſe. Provinces, Who may happen to have a better title and right. 
And I, from this day forward, do give him leave, and grant and conſent that 
he do form and eſtabliſn the ſaid farm, in. order that he may feed and rear up 
the ſaid cattle for himſelf and for his heirs and ſucceſſors, and others: that. may 
have title and right from him; ſo that no body may hinder him, or claim the 
faid lands from him, or give him any kind, of impediment; ſetting. down his 
boundanes all round the ſame. 


And for all the purpoſes, aforeſaid, his majeſty grants him a ſufficient and 
full-power: and as a title and right to this grant, in his majeſty's name, and by 
virtue of his royal powers, his excellency orders, that ſuch declaration or decla- 
rations be given him, as he, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, ſhall think neceſſary 
to the aſſurance of his right: in which, and in this original writing, his majeſty | 
interpoſed and does interpoſe his authority and judicial decree. And this his 

| p £ excellency 
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excellency has * of, and ordered, and ſigned ; which I, the publick 
notary, do atteſt. 


DON PABLO DE TTA Y Z ALAZ AR. 


Before me 
ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


THE above copy agrees with its original, which remains in my power and eee 2 
certi Cate o 


office, whereto I refer, And that it may be known, at the requeſt of the the authenti- 
party, I give this preſent copy in St. Auguſtine in Florida, May the nineteenth, ny - g 
ſixteen hundred and ſeventy-ſix. In faith whereof I ſign it, as a voucher of Jeed 


the truth, 
ALONZO SOLANA, 


Notary publick for .this government. 


Exhibit, N® XI. 


ET all thoſe who ſhall ſee this writing know, 4 I captain Franciſco de A deed of 
exchange of 

la Rocha, treaſurer and commiſſary of this town of Sr. Auguſtine in Flo- lands made 
rida, as one party, and I Juan Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town, as the ener. - = 


other party, that we, of our own accord and good will, agree to truck, ex- la Rocha and 
change, and permute a piece of Indian corn land, which I the ſaid captain Fran- ' + reg 
ciſco de la Rocha am poſſeſſed of (which ſame piece of land is ſituated to 

the ſouth of this town, in the diſtrict they call Mente Largo, and ſtands ſingle, 
without having any other ſown with Indian corn near it) for another 

piece of Indian corn land, which I the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo have and am in 
poſſeſſion of, ſituated in the diſtrict called the Cao Tondo; which piece of 

land is bounded on the weſt ſide by the lands- belonging to the heirs of the 

adjutant Iſidore Reynoſo, deceaſed. And the ſaid pieces of land we, both 

the contracting parties, poſſeſs by virtue of our having zilled and cultivated 

them at our own expence, in conſequence of the grants made us by their excel- 

lencies the e for the time being of theſe provinces. | 


82 | Ang 
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And that the ſaid exchange may have and take effect, we are come to make 
this writing in the form that is here declared : and of our own unanimous ac- 
cord and good will, being both well informed and certain of our reſpective 
rights, and of what in this caſe it becomes us to do, and having made our 
agreement, and taken our deiiberation about it, as it ſeemed fit to each of us, 
I the ſaid captain Franciſco de la Rocha, own and acknowledge that I do {ell 
to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, and give him as an exchange, truck, and permu- 
tation to the purpoſe aforeſaid, and for his heirs, ſucceſſors, and other perſons 
that may and ſhall have right and title from him in any manner. whatſoever, 
the piece of Indian corn land aforeſaid ; and I the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo do ſell 
to the ſaid captain Franciſco de la Rocha, his heirs, | ſucceſſors, and other per- 
ſons that may and ſhall have right and title from him in any manner, the ſaid 
piece of Indian corn land that I have as above. ſaid. And each of us declare, 
that each of the ſaid reſpective pieces of land are free, and not bound to any 
mortgage, tribute, duty, engagement, and burthen by any previous contract, 
either publick or private: and this we will aſſure and make good upon any occa- 
ſion with our own perſons and goods. Of which ſaid pieces of Indian corn 
land, exchanged and permuted as aforeſaid, each of us reſpectively, and our 
reſpective heirs, ſucceſſors, and perſons whatſoever who ſhall have right and 
title from us, are to enjoy from this day of the date of this writing forwards 
for ever, and of the produce and income of them, and of all other rights, 
uſages, cuſtoms, and ſervitudes therefrom deriving in any manner whatſoever : 
which truck, exchange, and permutation, we, both the parties aforeſaid, declare, 
that we have made it in all equality and parity of value; and that what we 
reciprocally give and receive, is not of more value than that which is thus reci- 
procally given and received in the ſaid truck, exchange, and permutation; and 
if it ſhould happen, that now or henceforwards the one is or hereafter may be- 
come of more value than the other, we give and reſpectively make an irrevo- 
cable donation of that ſurplus to each other, after the manner that is called do- 
patio inter vivos, from this day for ever and ever; both renouncing the laws 
and ſtatutes intitled e la Inſinuacion, del Enganio Mayer y Menôr, y Norme »y 
Nermiſſimo, and to the ordinance made by the king in the Cortes of Alcd a de 
Hanares, and to all other laws, ſtatutes, and rules that may be relative to this 
point: and from this day of the date of this writing forwards and for ever 
each 
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each of us agree and declare, that we diſpoſſeſs ourſelves, and deſiſt, give 
up, and releaſe from our poſſeſſion the pieces of land aforeſaid, and all the 
power and dominion that we have on each reſpective piece; and we alienate 
them to each other, and each of us puts the other in poſſeſſion of what was hi- 
therto his own, by means of this truck, exchange, and permutation ; ſo that each 
may enjoy that which he receives, or at his will and pleaſure fell, give, 
exchange, or alienate and diſpoſe of it as a thing belonging to him by right 
and wholly his own, had, held, and acquired by a juſt and lawful title and 
right, as the preſent is. And we give and confer - to each other the full and 
ſufficient power, that each of us may take Poſſeſſion and hold of the other's afore- 
ſaid piece of land in his own perſon and lawfully, and in the manner and form 
that he ſhall think fit; and we ourſelves conſtitute each other owner and pof- 
ſeſſor of each other's pieces of land aforeſaid; and we both bind ourſelves 
each to appear in behalf of the other in caſe either of the ſaid pieces of land 
ſhall be demanded or laid claim to by a third perfon : as a token and voucher 
whereof, we deliver to each other a copy of this prefent writing, that, in vir- 
tue thereof, the poſſeſſion be given us in the manner aforeſaid, without having recourſe 
to any ulterior af, inſtrument, or deed: and by theſe preſents we bind each 
other to the guaranty and ſecurity of all that 1s herein contained in form of 
right, and to give up to each other the pieces of land which herewith we have 
trucked, exchanged, and permuted, free and diſencumbered of all claims and 
rights of any third perſon or perſons, ſo that none may demand or ſequeſter 
them on any cauſe or reaſon whatſoever; and we bind ourſelves reſpectively to 
ſtand by each other's right in caſe of any litigation that ſhall or may be at- 
tempted againſt either of us on this account; and within three days after be- 
ing reſpectively called upon by the other, to appear in our own perſons : and 
from that day each of us binds himſelf ever to the other to make good his 
right at his own expence in ſuch a ſuit, if there ſhall be any, until he ſee him 
put in full poſſeſſion of the piece of land that he receives from the other by 
virtue of this preſent truck, exchange, and permutation as aforeſaid, fo that he 
may enjoy it freely, and without hindrance or moleſtation from any body : and 
if either of us ſhould not do and accompliſh this, we both bind each reſpectively 
to return and pay the price of each of the aforeſaid pieces of land to the other, 


according to the value that each of them ſhall be appraiſed at, making good to 
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the party all loſs, hurt, damage, and detriment that he may ſuffer and receive 


on that account, and all in ready money, to be paid in this town, and as 


ſoon as ſuch loſs, hurt, damage, or detriment ſhall be made plain and made 
manifeſt: to which effect we confer upon each other reſpectively the power of 


ſeizure of our reſpective goods by virtue of this writing, and on the oath that 
each of us ſhall take, or any perſon having title and power from us; and that 
oath ſhall be conſidered as a proof and verification of what is herein con- 
tained, without having recourſe to any other, though any other might belong 
to us of right: towards the accompliſhment and payment whereof we both bind 
our perſons and goods poſſeſſed, or to be poſſeſſed; and we empower any ma- 
giſtrate whatſoever, before whom this writing may appear, to compel us to its 


accompliſhment to the utmoſt rigour of right and executive force, as if this 


writing were a definitive ſentence legally paſſed in an adjudged cauſe ; where- 


fore we both renounce all laws and ſtatutes that might operate in our favour, 
and particularly that entitled La Generd! Renunciacis2; and we conſent that of 
this writing any copy may be taken without any previous order of any judge, 


or ſummons from any perſon. And this is done in St. Auguſtine in Florida, on 


the thirtieth of May, ſixteen hundred and ſeventy-ſix ; and the parties, whom 
I the publick notary perſonally know, have ſigned this: preſent as witneſſes, 
Sebaſtian Grozo, Nicolas Garcia, and Diego Solana. 


FRANCISCO vz ta ROCHA. 
JUAN CHRISOSTOMO. . 


| Before me | 
ALONZO SOLANO, 
Notary publick for this government. 


THE above copy agrees with its original, as it was tranſacted before me, 
and all is true and authentic: and that it may be of publick notoriety, I 

do give this copy this day of the tranſaction. In token whereof I here ſign and 

atteſt the truth of it. 5 


ALONZO SOLANO, 
Notary publick for this government. 
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Exhibit, No XII. 


E T all who ſhall fee this publick writing know, that J Franciſco Gonzales, A deedoffale 


| 3 8 2 : rom Don 
a reformed captain in this garrifon of St. Auguſtine in Florida, do really Franciſco 
Gonzales de 


and effectually grant and fell to Juan Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town, Villa Garcia 


a piece of Indi am corn land, which I hold and poſſeſs as my own, in the diſtrict called of a tract of 
Sabanil!:, whereon the quantity of five or fix arrobas may be ſown : which ſaid 1 
piece of land 1 ſell to the above- named Juan Chriſoſtomo, his heirs, ſiicceſſors, the re 
and whoever ſhall have title and right from him in any manner whatſoever, for the the petition. 
value and conſideration of fifty dollars (Peſos de Plata) which he has given me 
for the ſame, and paid me in ſo many effective reals, ſo that I declare myſelf 
perfectly fatisfied and paid according to my deſire; on which. account I re- 
nounce all benefit from the law entitled De la Entrego, and all other whatſoever 
that may favour me in this caſe, and diſclaim them as far as they may regard 
this my deed: and I further declare, that the ſaid piece of land and its appur- 
tenances are free and diſencumbered of all mortgage, and that I tilled and cul- 
tivated them by virtue of the grant made me by the governor Don Alonzo de 
Aranguiz y Cotes, when he was governor of theſe provinces, in his majeſty's 
name: which piece of land ſhall be enjoyed by the aforeſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, from this day forwards for ever, with all its income and 
produce, rights, prerogatives, uſages, cuſtoms, and ſervitudes that the ſame 
has ar this preſent time, and lawfully belong to the ſame, in any manner what- 
ſoever: and I declare that the aforeſaid fifty dollars, for which I {ell the ſaid 
piece of land, are the juſt price and value of the ſame, and that it is not worth: 
more; and if it is worth more, I give that ſurplus, be it what it will, and make 
an irrevocable donation of it, by the right that is called donatio inter vivos, 
from this day forwards for ever, to the ſaid. Juan Chriſoſtomo, under all and. 
every neceſſary clauſe and declaration. And from this day of the date of this 
writing forwards for ever, I own and acknowledge, that I diſpoſſeſs myſelf of 
the ſaid piece of land and its appurtenances, and of all and every right that I 
have to the fame, and give them over to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, that the 
ſame be his own as a thing bought with his own'money, and held and acquired 
by a juſt and legal title, as this is: and I give him full power to take poſſeſſion 
# 3 of 
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of the ſame piece of land and its appurtenances in the form and manner that he 
ſhall think beſt: and in token whereof I deliver him this publick writing of 
ſale, 7o the end that by virtue thereof he may take, hold, and get poſſeſſion of the ſame 
wwitheut any further aff. And I bind myſelf to the ſecurity of this ſale in the due 
form of law, and to my ſtanding forth againſt any perſen or perſons what- 
ſoever that may or ſhall aſk and demand the fame of him, and ſo to do 
at my own charge and expence after the third day that I ſhall be ſummoned 
by him for that purpoſe, until I ſee him in the quiet and peaceable poſſeſſion of 
the ſame. And in default thereof I oblige and bind myſelf to make him re- 
ſtitution of the ſaid fifty dollars in the ſame manner that he has given them me, 
and re-imburſe him of all coſts, expences, e and detriment that he 


ſhall receive upon this account. 


And I the ſaid Juan dticifolioms, who am perfectly informed of | the contents 


of this preſent writing, declare that I do accept the ſame, being perfectly ſatisfied 


with the contents thereof: and both parties, for whatever may regard each other, 
give reſpectively full power to any magiſtrate and judge throughout his majeſ- | 
ty's dominions and juriſdictions, to take cognizance of this our inſtrument and 
deed, and to compel each of us to the accompliſhment of all that is therein agreed, 
and as if the ſame were a definitive ſentence paſſed upon a thing already decided 
and adjudged ; both of us reſpectively renouncing every low: ſtatute, and or- 
dinance that might favour us to the contrary. | 


In token whereof, and with mutual conſent, both parties have ſigned their 
names to this writing ; and I the notary publick perſonally know them both. 
This is made in this town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, January the fourth, 
ſixteen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven; and the witheſſes are, Sebaſtian Grozo, 


Nicolas Garcia de Tovar, and Diego Solana. 


FRANCISCO GONZALES DE VILLA GARCIA. 
JUAN cis | 


Before me 
ALONZO SOLANA, 


Notary publick for this government. 


The 
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THE above copy agrees with the original, which remains in my power and The regiſter's 


office, whereto I refer. And that it may be of publick notoriety, at the 
deſire of the parties, I give this preſent copy on January the fifth of the ſaid 
year. As a token whereof I ſign it as containing the truth, 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


Exhibit, Ne XIII. 


Juan CHRTSOSTOMO, an inhabitant of this town, do appear before your The petition 
of ſuan Chri- 
gp . „ ſoſtomo, that 
ſixteen hundred and lixty-ſix I bought four pieces of land within the ſmall an abatement 
may be made 
in the fine ſer 


excellency in the beſt form that may become me, and ſay, That in the year 


diſtricts of Palica, Monte Largo, and Sabanilla, which coſt me above two hun- 
dred dollars, which I paid and gave to the owners and poſſeſſors of them, and 
cultivated them ; and I did fo, with a view to ſettle and eſtabliſh a farm, and 
ſtock it with cattle, as I have at laſt effected and done: and whereas there hath 
been a grant made to me of the royal domains and lands which ſurround the ſaid 
pieces of land, which extend two leagues and a half in length, bounded on the 
north ſide by the eſtate called St. Nicolas, to the eaſtward and weſtward and on 
the ſouth ſide by the lands called Los Corralles; in which ſpace of two leagues 
and a half are comprized the pieces of land that I have bought. 


And whereas, by an ordinance of your excellency, and of the royal judges 
in office, it has been ordered me to pay fifty dollars for every league of thoſe 
that have been granted me, in compliance with that order I did pay and make 
ſatisfaction as to the greater part of the ſaid lands which I am poſſeſſed of, and 
a free grant is only made me of the neighbouring pine-woods. But, as within 
the ſpace of the ſaid two leagues and a half, wherein there are the pieces of 
land that I bought, there is ſome ground that cannot be cultivated, fo that it 
yields no kind of profit; this is a reaſon that induces me to beſeech your excel- 
lency, in conſideration of the good which I have done by my undertaking to 
ſettle and eſtabliſh the ſaid farm, which was a thing of the utmoſt conſequence 
to this town and colony, that the ſaid fine fo aſſeſſed may be leſſened, mo- 
derated, and reduced to what your excellency ſhall pleaſe to think more juſt 
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and equitable, as the facts above ſtated are of publick notoriety amongſt the in- 
habitants of this town, and may eaſily be proved. I therefore beſcech and pe- 
tition your excellency to leſſen the ſum that I have been ordered to pay, and 
direct that a title-deed may be delivered me in the uſual form, as I aſk bur 


what is juſt. 
JUAN C HRISOSTOMO. 
Exhibit, No XIV. 
— Copy. of the above petition was preſented and delivered to the royal judges 
going peti- in office, as by the voucher hereunto annexed. | 
= to 3 | | ” | 
8 * In conſequence of the directions given by his excellency Don Pablo de Yta 7 


Zalazar, governor and captain- general of this town and provinces of Florida, I 
gave a copy of the annexed petition to the royal judges in office : which I atteſt, 
November the third, fixteen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven. 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary-publick for this government. 


Exhibit, N*? XV. 


The re- E the judges in office of the royal domain in theſe provinces of F lorida, 
pre made ' fay, That by virtue of the publick notoriety pleaded by the petitioner, 


thereon, 


as to his having bought the lands which he has turned into a farm ſtocked 
with cattle, and that only a grant is made him of the neighbouring lands, as 
without them it would not have been poſſible to ſettle and - eſtabliſh the ſaid * 
farm; we are of opinion, that, in conſideration thereof, the fine laid on him 
may be leſſened fo far as your excellency may think fit and proper. Done in 
St. Auguſtine in Florida, November the ſixth, ſixteen hundred ſeventy-ſeven. 


Don ANTONIO MENENDEZ MARQUEZ. 
FRANCISCOvptia ROCHA, 


| 3 Exhibit, 
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Exhibit, N® XVI. 


N the aforeſaid day, November the ſixth of the ſaid year, having The gover- 
ſeen the opinion of the royal judges in office, his ſaid excellency the _ ks 
governor and captain-general has ſaid, that it was conformable to his own opi- for 2 
nion; and that the title-deed, for which Juan Chriſoſtomo petitions, be diſpatched 
and delivered him; and that as to what he is to pay for the ſaid pine-woods 
wherein the grant conſiſts, that was made him in his majeſty's name, his excel- 
lency ſhall adviſe and agree with the ſaid royal judges in office: and this he 


has reſolved and ordered; which I atteſt. 


This is the ordinance of his excellency Don Pablo de Yta y Zalazar, governor 
and captain-general of this town and provinces of Florida; and this I have 
regiſtered on the ſixth of November, ſixteen hundred ſeventy-ſeven : which I 


atteſt. 
Before me 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


Exhibit, N® XVII. 


N the town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, November the eighth, ſixteen hun- A renewed 
grant of 


dred ſeventy- ſeven, his excellency Don Pablo de Yta y Zalazar, governor ee 


and captain- general thereof, in bis majeſty's name, having ſeen the petition had been be- 
fore granted 


preſented in behalf of Juan Chrifoſtomo, with regard to the claim that he to Juan Chri- 


forms, and together heard the opinion thereon of the judges in office of the 3 at 
— 
royal domain, which they have alſo delivered in writing; and having regard as the officers 
of the royal 


to the kind of lands, whereon he, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, is feeding and |... = 
rearinz up his cattle ; which lands are called De Palica; and conſidering alſo ſhould fer, 
the title-deed graciouſly granted him in the uſual form, and in his majeſty's 

name for that purpoſe, which title-deed has put him in poſſeſſion of a tract of 

three leagues in extent, one and a half on each fide, to the effect that he might 

thercon build a houſe and ſettle a farm, which were wanting : and whereas it is 


of publick notoriety, as he ſets forth in his petition, that he has bought ſeveral 
| „ö; pieces 


ch 
ions 
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pieces of land by the ſea- ſide, as without them it would not have been poſſible 


to ſettle and eſtabliſh a profitable farm; and as he has bought the ſaid lands 


in order to avail himſelf of the two plentiful ſtreams that run cloſe to the ſaid 
grant, that his cattle may be confined within thoſe two ſtreams and the 
river which runs from this town to the place called La Barra de Matanzas : for 
the reaſons and on the conſiderations above expreſſed, his excellency the go- 


vernor and captain-general, confirms again the grant of the three leagues afore- 


faid, on the ſuppoſition that ſuch a confirmation is no ways prejudicial to any 
third perſon that might have a previous right. to the ſaid tract of land, or any 


part thereof; which grant was made to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, in his ma- 
jeſty's name, to the end that he might ſettle and eſtabliſh in the lands above- 


mentioned, and in any part of hem that may appear to him fitter for ſuch 
purpoſe, a farm ſtocked with cattle: and his excellency orders, that no body 
do hinder him in ſo doing; and that he, his heirs, ſucceſſors, and whoever ſhall 
have title and right from him, do poſſeſs and be owner of the ſame; and that 
he may feed and rear up what cattle he has now, and may henceforwards have, 
and enjoy ſuch grant freely and without any moleſtation, paying into the royal 
treaſury of this town and province ſuch ſum or ſums as he ſhall be ordered and 
aſſeſſed to pay (for that part of the royal domain which was granted him as 
above: ſaid) by his excellency and the officers of the royal revenue. In conſide- 
ration whereof, his excellency the governor and captain- general does give and 
confer on the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo as full and ſufficient power as is required 
to put himſelf in full poſſeſſion of the premiſes; and of this grant and title, 
his excellency does give him, and will give him, ſuch voucher or vouchers as 
he the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo ſhall demand, authenticated in due form, ſo that 
they may prove valid in law. About all which, and with regard to this origi- 
nal title-deed, his excellency has interpoſed, and does interpoſe his authority 
and judicial decree: and ſo he has determined and ordered; and has ſigned 
the ſame in the preſence of me, the notary publick ; which I atteſt. 


Don PABLO pt TTA Y ZALAZ AR. 


f Before me 


"4 ALONZO SOLANA, 


Notary publick for this government. > 
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HE above copy agrees with its original, which remains in my power and Theregifter's 
| 88 b f 
office, whereto I refer : and that it may become of publick notoriety, at the fc nthenu. 


requeſt of the party, I give this preſent copy. St. Auguſtine in Florida, No- city of the 


. 2 2 ed. 
vember the fifteenth, ſixteen hundred and ſeventy- ſeven; and I do ſign this, above de 


as containing the truth. 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


Exhibit, N XVIII. 


N this town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, January the twenty-firſt, ſixteen hun- The report of: 
dred and ſeventy-eight, his excellency Don Pablo de Yta y Zalazar, go- "__ _— 
vernor and captain-general of theſe provinces for the king our ſovereign, and rg rare 
Don Antonio Menendez Marquez, chancellor of the exchequer, and Francis de dollars. : 
la Rocha, treaſurer and commiſſary, have ſaid and declared, that, on conſide- 
ration of its being a truth of publick notoriety that Juan Chriſoſtomo has 
bought the chief parts of the eſtate which he poſſeſſes, and bought it of per- 
ſons who reſpectively poſſeſſed them under a juſt and legal title; and on con- 
ſideration that a grant is only made to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo of ſome 
pine woods in the neighbourhood of the ſaid eſtate, for the purpoſe of his 
feeding his cattle therein; he, the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, by the authority 
above- ſaid, is taxed and ordered to pay thirty dollars into this royal treaſury, 
which thirty dollars are to be applied towards the carrying on the building of- 


the fortreſs, And their excellencies have ſigned this their ordinance. 


Don PABLO DE TTA ry ZALAZAR. 
Don ANTONIO MENENDEZ MARQUEZ.. 
" FRANCISCO pe ra KOCH. 
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Exhibit, No XIX. 


A certificate ND we the judges in office of the royal domain in theſe provinces, give 
that the ſaid . 7 : . 

ſam of thirty this preſent certificate to Juan Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town, 
EY that he has paid and delivered the ſaid thirty dollars for the grant of ſome pine- 
. woods, which was made him to the end that he might feed and rear up his cattle 
in the neighbourhood of the lands that he has bought; and that this may be- 

come of publick notoriety, we the judges in office aforeſaid give and deliver him 
this preſent deed, made in St. Auguſtine in Florida, on e the thirteenth, 


ſixteen hundred ſeventy- eight. 


Don ANTONIO MENEN DEZ MARQUEZ. 
FRANCISCO oz LA ROCHA. 


Exhibit, No XX. 


A food of T ET all thoſe who ſhall ſee this writing know, that I captain Don Antonio 
_ RE { Menendez Marquez, chancellor of his majeſty's exchequer, and judge in 


+ rung office for the royal domain in theſe provinces in Florida, do publickly declare 
Juan Chri- by means of this writing, that I do really and affectually ſell to Juan Chriſoſ- 
e Wo. tomo, an inhabitant of this town, a piece of land, which may be ſowed with 
vated land, Indian corn to the quantity, little more or leſs, of fix Arrobas, that J have and 
| —_— _ poſſeſs as being my own, ſituate on the ſouth fide of this town, and within the 
daries men- diſtrict called Los Corrales, bounded on the ſouth by the lands belonging to the 
tioned in the : 3 
ſerjeant- major Domingo de Leturindo, and on the eaſt, inclining ſomewhat to 
the north, by a pine wood; which ſaid piece of land I fell to the ſaid Juan Chri- 
ſoſtomo free from all kind of mortgage, burthen, and other obligations; and 
this I engage to make good with my perſon and goods; and ] ſell the ſame for 
the price of eighty dollars of cight reals each; which ſum he has paid and given 
me, and is in my actual poſſeſſion; wherefore I do ſay, that I am paid and ſatiſ- 
fied to my full will: on which account I renounce hereby the laws entitled De 
la Entrezo y ſu Pru va, as far as they may favour me: and I ſay and declare, 
that I have received and have been paid the ſaid ſum in good form; wherefore I 
make over and transfer all my right and property, advantages, and dominion 


over 


petition, 


AP PiEMNBE 1H 


over the ſaid land, and give it all up to the ſaid buyer, that he may poſſefs, 
ſell, give away, or alienate the ſame at his choice and will, as a thing which 
is now his own, got and acquired with his own money. And as a voucher of 
his poſſellion, I give him this preſent writing, that by virtue of the ſame he may imme- 
diately take poſſeſſion of the ſaid piece of land; and I give him power in the am- 
pleſt and moſt authentic form over the ſame, to the end that he may make his 
title good in law, without any further act or formality, and I bind mylelf to the 
ſecurity, eviction, and reality of this ſale in the beſt form that I can, as I am 
thereto juſtly obliged, ſo as to render it ſure and certain at all times, under the 
expreſs binding of my perſon and my goods preſent and future, poſſeſſed and 
to be poſſeſſed : and I give full power to all his majeſty's judges and magiſ- 
trates, and any of them, before whom this writing, or @ legal copy of it, ſhall be 
preſented, to compel and force me to the accompliſhment of it, in all the 
rigour of the law, and in an executive way, as if the ſame were a definitive 
ſentence paſſed by a competent judge on a thing lawfully decided: and I re- 
nounce all laws and ſtatutes whatſoever that may favour me in this caſe, and 
peas, that which OY the general renunciation in form. 


And I the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo, who am here preſent, do accept of this 
writing according to the tenor thereof, and declare, That I receive the piece of 
land aforeſaid, and from this moment renounce the laws entitled De la Entrigo 
y fu Pruteva, as it is in them contained: and we, both parties, declare all this 
in the preſence of the publick notary and witneſſes. Done in this town of St. 
Auguſtine in Florida, Auguſt the fourteenth, ſixteen hundred and eighty-two. 
And I the publick notary atteſt, that I do perſonally know the contracting par- 
ties who have ſigned this writing in my office; and the witneſſes were captain 
Franciſco Gonzales de Villa Garcia, Don Juan del Pueyo, and Martin Lorenzo. 


de Lavora, all preſent. 


Don ANTONIO MENENDEZ MARQUEZ. 
JUAN CHRISOSTOMO. 


Before me 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


THIS 
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"The notary's . 
Son wang 1 HIS copy agrees with its original, which remains in my power 5 office: 


the authen- and that it may become of publick notoriety, at the requeſt of the ſaid Juan 
ticity of th* Chriſoſtomo, I give the preſent copy. In the ſaid town of St. Auguſtine in 


Florida, Auguſt the twenty: third, ſixteen hundred and Is And I ſign 
it with my name, as containing the truth. 


ALONZO SOLANA, 
Notary publick for this government. 


Arch 
"ations 


Exhibit, Ne XXI. 


The certif- H E above five writings of ſale and permutation, and the two deeds and 
— inſtruments of grants, and all other decds and inſtruments thereto rela- 
publick of ting, agree with the original teſtimonials, which are and remain in my power 
N 8 1 and archive, whereto J refer. And at the requeit of Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, 
ee 0 a native and inhabitant of this town, lawful grandſon to that Juan Chriſoſtomo 
who tranſacted the aforeſaid, I give this copy, written in twelve ſheets, au- 
thenticated with a croſs, which is my own diſtinctive ſign, in St. Auguſtine 


in Florida, October the fifteenth, ſeventeen hundred and ſixty- three. 
In teſtimony of the truth, 


| 

1 

| JOSEPH voz LEON, 

| His majeſty's publick notary for civil and military affairs. 


„ 1 

5 Exhibit, N XXII. 

| | | | Exemplifica= Do x Joſeph de Leon, his majeſty's notary publick for civil and military 
5 1 affairs, and inſpector of the royal domain in this town and provinces of 


'F - 80 N of Florida, in the beſt form that I can, do certify, atteſt, and give teſtimony, that 
' Onna 
renza Aran- the archive of theſe provinces is in my cuſtody, and it is in the ſame that muſt 


. — be depoſited all inſtruments and writings about deeds of ſale and teſtamentary 


titioner's diſpo- 


— 
3 wr ET 
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diſpoſitions, as well as all thoſe which relate to the rights and titles to lands and eee 
| y which he 
poſſeſſions. . claimed part 
of the lands 
mentioned in 


But it ſo happened, that the ſaid archive has ſuffered great damages on his petition; 
and alſo the 


various occaſions, The firſt was in fifteen hundred eighty-ſeven, when admiral 
. royal notary 


Drake, an Engliſhman, entered and burnt this town of St. Auguſtine, when * 
tincate Ot the 


the archive periſhed in the flames: the ſecond, in the year ſixteen hundred authenticity 
ſixty-eight, when the French ſacked and burnt it likewiſe: and the inſtru- of the fore. 
ments which were executed and regiſtered from that time until the year ſeven- 8 
teen hundred and one, periſhed in the formal ſiege which colonel Moor laid 

to this royal garriſon, and who entirely deſtroyed this city by fire : and laſtly, 

in the year ſeventeen hundred and forty-four, when the houſe of the publick 

notary Don Franciſco de Caſtilla, which ſtood facing the ſea-ſide, was ſet on 

fire, and a conſiderable part of the publick writings of the afore:mentioned 
tendency were likewiſe burnt and deſtroyed ; which publick writings were 
entruſted to his cuſtody ; but in the confuſion that is uſual in ſuch caſes, ſome 

papers were miſſed, many entirely burnt and conſumed, and others ſtained and 
damaged by the water employed in putting out the fire; things of publick no- 

toriety. The conſequence of all thoſe calamities was, that the ſaid archive was 
deprived of almoſt all the documents that it contained; and though great di- 

ligence has been uſed in collecting many teſtimonials and vouchers of teſta- 

ments, writings, and other papers, which ſeveral of the inhabitants preſerved 

and had ſtill in their power, it was not poſſible to collect them all, as it is not 

the cuſtom among us for each ene to keep in his own cuſtody the preciſe vouchers of the 
inſtruments which are authentically done, being ſatisfied that their originals are all 
preſerved in the archive. Wherefore, having collected and regiſtered with all 

poſſible ſolicitude and exactneſs thoſe copies that were to be got, relative to 

the rights of poſſeſſion claimed by Franciſco Chriſoſtomo to the lands, which 

form the diſtrict called De Palica, belonging to him of publick notoriety, as 
inherited from his anceſtors, we have been able to recover the teſtimonials 
hereunto annexed of his title-deeds and inſtruments of ſale and permutation, which 

are comprized in twelve ſheets of paper, together with the will and teſtament 

made by Donna Lorenza de Arango y Sartticha, lawful grandmother to the ſaid 


Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, taken by Juan Solana, who was notary publick for this. 
. e govern- 
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government, on February the ſeventh, ſeventeen hundred and five, in which 
teſtament are two clauſes, the tenor whereof is literally as follows : 


« 12. Item, I declare that the. piece of land is my own which is bounded by 
« the diſtrict called Los Corrales, whereon the quantity of eleven Arrobas of 
“Indian corn are commonly ſown. It runs fo far as the eſtate belonging to 
„Manuel Rodriguez. And I declare this, chat it may be of publick noto- 
« riety. 


6 13. Item, I declare that another piece of "RF is likewiſe my ow! ſituated 
« in the diſtrict called El Monte de la Cazia, whereon the quantit of three. 
« Arrobas are ſown. And this, I alſo declare, to the end that it may be of 
cc publick notoriety.” 


Which two ſaid pieces of land were bequeathed by the faid Donna Lorenza de 
Arango y Sartucha, relict of the captain of infantry. Don Manuel Ponce de 
Leon, and mother to Donna Maria Ponce de Leon, lawful mother to the ſaid 
Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, to whom the ſaid pieces of land actually belong, as in- 
herited in the conformity aforclaid. | 


All this appears. by means of the ſaid teſtament and clauſes in it, and by 


other inſtruments, deeds, and writings that accompany it, which are in my 


cuſtody in the ſaid archive, whereto I refer. 


And by virtue of the aforeſaid, as well as in compliance with an order iſſued 
laſt month by his excellency the governor and captain-general of theſe provinces, 
[- give the preſent certificate, dated in the town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, 
October the firſt, ſeventeen hundred ſixty-three. 


JOSEPH DEH LEON, 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


Exhibit, 
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Exhibit, Ne XXIII. 


N this town of St. Auguſtine i in F lorida, October the ſeventeenth, ſeventeen The report 
and certifi- 
hundred ſixty- three, I Don Juan de Cotilla, captain and engineer in his ma- cate of Don 
jeſty⸗ s armies, reſiding in this town as Judge-commiſſioned for the aſcertaining ) 3 - __ 


and juſtifying the rights and titles to lands, and other kinds of property of appeared to 
theſe inhabitants, under the authority of his excellency Don Melchor Feliu, eee eee muy 
lieutenant-colonel of the regiment of Spain, governor and captain-general of ms ee 
theſe provinces, having ſeen the inſtruments and deeds made at the requeſt of Chrifoſtomo 
Franciſco Chrileſtom, a native and inhabitant of this town, lawful ſon to Juan _ be 


Chriſoſtomo and Donna Maria Ponce de Leon, both dead; the firſt of whom Was ritance to the 
lawful ſon to another Juan Chriſoſtomo, and the ſecond was lawful daughter N 
to Donna Lorenza Ruiz de Arango, lawful progenitors of the aforeſaid Franciſco Petition. 
Chriſoſtomo, all natives and inhabitants of this town, with reſpect to the decla- 

ration to be made of the title and right to the property which the ſaid Franciſco 
Chriſoſtomo has from the aforeſaid perſons inherited over the lands that 

go by the name of Palica, ſituate to the ſouth of this town at the diſtance 

of four leagues ; which lands run from the Boca del Cano de Palica to the 

Boca del Caiio del Noruęſte, on an extent of three leagues to the weſt, border- 

ing on the north ſide with the arable lands belonging to the neighbouring 

farm houſes, to the ſouth with the eſtate called Los Corrales, belonging to Don 

Juan Benedict Horrutiner, and to the eaft with the eſtates of Su. Onofre y Pi- 

| , b es belonging to Don Diego and Don Antonio Arguelles: which ſaid 
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pears by the annexed teſtimonials of their ſales, od were partly obtained by 
grants made to the ſaid Juan Chriſoſtomo in his majeſty's name by their ex- 
cellencies the governors and captain-generals, and in conſequence of the cer- 
tificate made and given by his majeſty's notary publick for civil and military 
affairs: I declare and ſay, that I ought to give, and do give, at the ſuit and 
requeſt of the ſaid Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, this preſent certificate, and other 5 
documents thereunto annexed ; and I ought to declare, and do declare, that 


© 2 he, 


e 
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he, the ſaid Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, is the lawful owner and poſſeſſor of the 
® | ſaid lands that go under the denomination of Palica, having inherited and ac- 
quired them from his lawful anceſtors, to whom the ſame lawfully belonged, 
| and by a juſt title; and that, in virtue thereof, he has a right to fell and 
* alienate them at his will and pleaſure, inaſmuch as the aforeſaid inſtru- 
| ments, deeds, and writings give him an abſolute, ſufficient, and lawful power 
to execute ſuch ſale and alienation in the form that he may think beſt ; pro- 
vided it be to ſubjects of his Britannick majeſty, as is preſcribed by the 
twentieth article of the Definitive Treaty made at Paris on February the 
tenth of his preſent year, and within the time limited by the faid article, 
delivering to the buyers the original and authentick writings, deeds, and 
inſtruments whatſoever thereto belonging, that they may validate and make 
good their titles and rights to whatever they may or ſhall buy of him, and 
together leaving a copy of each ſuch paper with the preſent royal notary, by him 
to be depoſited and kept in cuſtody in the archive: and to this end the ſaid 
judge-commiſſioned has declared and declares as above, and has ſigned this, 


Before me 


JUAN DZ COTILLA, 
JOSEPH DDE LEON, 

His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 

* | 

ATED in St. Auguſtine in Florida, October the ſeventeenth, ſeventeen hun- 


dred ſixty-three. I have perſonally given notice of the above ordinance to 
Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, an inhabitant of this town: which [ atteſt. 


6 en ae 8 n 


| JOSEPH vz LEON. 
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Exhibit, No XXIV. 


E T all who ſhall fee this publick writing of real and actual ſale know, The deed of 

that I Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, lawful fon to Juan Chriſoſtomo, and grand- SrHO lands 
ſon to Juan Chriſoſtomo, both dead, and all natives and inhabitants of this of Palica 
town, that making uſe of the power given me by the twentieth article of the e 


Definitive Treaty of peace, made at Paris on February the tenth of the current Chriſoſtomo 
: . : : i 4 „to Mr. Gor- 

year, between his Catholick majeſty our lord the king, and his majeſty the king don and Mr. 

of Great Britain, I do give up, and really and effectually ſell to Don John Fim. 

Gordon, and to Don Jeſſe Fiſh, both Engliſh by nation, and both reſiding in 

this town, the lands that form the eſtate called Palica, ſituate four leagues to 

the ſouth of this town, which conſiſt of four leagues and a half of ground, 

extending along the bank of the ſtream that from this town runs to the Barra 

de Matanzas, from the Boca del Cano de Palica to the Boca del Cano del Norueſte, 

upon a breadth of three leagues, as well to the weſt running to the northward 

along the fields and lands called Los Corrales, belonging to the heirs of Don 

John Benedict Horrutiner, and to the eaſt with the eſtate called S. Onofre y 

Pirigirigua, belonging to the heirs of Don Diego and Don Antonio Arguelles : 

which ſaid lands are my own, and lawfully ſuch, inaſmuch as I have inherited 

them of my anceſtors, as it appears and is evident by the judicial acts, 

deeds, and inſtruments produced to this effect; which ſaid acts, deeds, and 

inſtruments, in their originals, together with the plan of the ſaid lands, are ex- 


hibited along with this preſent writing. 


And the ſaid lands, with all their fields, plains, hills, pools, ſtreams, Ways-in, 
and ways- out, free and diſencumbered from all mortgage, obligation, and bur- 
then towards the king as well as towards any particular perſons, as I and my 
anceftors have poſſeſſed them, I do ſell to the ſaid Don Juan Gordon and Don 
Jeſſe Fiſh, for the price and value of four thouſand five hundred pieces 
of eight*, three thouſand whereof in caſh, and the other fifteen hundred 


in goods or effects to my ſatisfaction; all which J have received: where- 


* Seven hundred and ſeventy pounds ſterling and upwards. 


— fore 
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fore 1 declare myſelf duly and perfectly paid and ſatisfied; and thereupon re- 


nounce and diſclaim the laws intitled De la Entrega, De la non Numerata 


Pecunia, and all other relative to this caſe: and in conſideration of the ſaid ſum 


and effects, I diſpoſſeſs myſelf of all property, advantages, dominion, and all 
other perſonal rights which I had to the ſaid lands, and give up, yield, and 
transfer them all /o the ſaid Don Juan Gordon and Don Feſſe Fiſh, their heirs, ſuc- 
ceſſors, and whomſoever ſhall have title and right from them for ever; ſo that they 
may and do poſſeſs them as their own, and ſell, give away, exchange, or alienate 
them at their own will and pleaſure by virtue of this preſent writing, which J 
make in their favour as a voucher of this ſale; ſo that it may be of publick noto- 
riety that they are poſſeſſed of the ſaid lands, without any neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to any further proof, whereof I fully acquit them. | 


And as to the eviction, ſecurity, and guaranty of this ſale, I bind my perſon 
and goods, preſent and future, and give power to all judges and magiſtrates 
whatſoever to compel me to the accompliſhment of the premiſes to the utmoſt 
rigour of the law, in like manner as in caſe of a decree or ſentence lawfully 
given and pronounced on a thing ultimately adjudged, and by me conſented to, 
inaſmuch as I renounce and diſclaim all laws, ſtatutes, rights, and privileges 
that might operate in my favour. 


And we the ſad Don John Gordon and Don Jeſſe Fiſh, being both here 
preſent, do accept of this writing, and by virtue thereof we receive as bought 
the aforeſaid lands which form the eſtate called Palica, together with all the 
hills, plains, fields, pools, goings-in, and comings-out, that are comprehended 
and included within the boundaries above expreſſed; and we declare that we 
have received them in a ſatisfactory manner: whereupon we renounce and diſ- 
claim all proof of the laws entitled De la Entrega, y de Ia Coſa non viſta, 
ni recivida dolo, and all other that are or may be relative to this caſe, and we 
confeſs that we have received them as above. 


And as a voucher to all the aforeſaid; this writing has been made in this 
town of St. Auguſtine in Florida, October the twentieth, ſeventeen hundred 
and ſixty· three: and the contracting parties, whom I, the royal notary publick, 

| do 
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do perſonally know, declare and have declared all that is above, and they ſigr 
it; and the witneſſes are, Don Manuel Ziburu, Don Luis Marquez Pachelio, 
nd Don Joſeph del . his majeſty's interpreter, all preſent. 


FRANCISCO CHRISOSTOMQA. 
JOHN GORDON. 
JESSE FISH. 


Done before me 


(In atteſtation whereof I here affix my ſign 


In teſtimony 2 of the truth) 


JOSEPH pz LEON, 
His majeſty's notary publick for civil and military affairs. 


Exhibit, Ne XXV. 


ON Juan de Cotilla, captain engineer in his Catholick majeſty's armies, The certi6- 
named and commiſſioned by the royal general council of this town for — 
the ſales and alienations of the eſtates and effects which the inhabitants ſhall tilla, that 


leave behind (as by a royal order they are to leave this place, it being to be Don Joſeph 


de Leon ex- 


delivered up to his Britannick majeſty) and judge: commiſſioned by his ex- — 
cellency the governor and captain-general of theſe provinces for the aſcer- notary pub- 


lick, &c. and 
taining and declaring the rights and titles which the inhabitants have to eee 


the eſtates and goods inherited from their anceſtors and predeceſſors. was com- 
pleted with-- 
in the time 


By virtue whereof I do hereby =; that Don Joſeph de Leon, whom the limited by 


he defi 
foregoing bill of ſale appears to be ſigned by, is notary publick to his majeſty — — 


for civil and military affairs in this town and provinces, and that he uſes and Peace. 
exerciſes the ſaid office faithfully and legally, and that to all his writings, 
deeds, and inſtruments an entire faith and credit has always been and is. 


given, both in and out of judgment; and that likewiſe in his —"_ on 
ound 


N D I X. 


found all the juſtificative documents reſpecting the rights that theſe inhabitants 
reſpectively have to the property of their eſtates: in virtue whereof, and of 
acts, deeds, inſtruments, and other writings paſt, this preſent writing of ſale 
has been made between lawful parties as above expreſſed ; and was authenti- 
cated within the term of the eighteen months fixed in the above-mentioned 
twentieth article of the ſaid Definitive Treaty of peace. 


research 
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And to prove and authenticate the ſame, I do deliver this certificate, ſigned 
with my own hand-writing, and ſealed with the ſeal of my arms, in St. Au- 
guſtine in Florida, October 21, 1763. 


if ® . Jin oz COTILLA. 


Exhibit, No XXVI. 
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E Don Melchor Feliu, lieutenant-colonel of the ſecond battalion of 
The certifi- d g | E . a 
. Spain, and governor and captain- general for the time being of this gar- 


| 
M excellency riſon and province, and Don Juan Eſtevan de Pena, treaſurer and officer of the 


the governor, 7 : 3 : | 
and the trea- royal revenues for his Catholick majeſty, do certify that Mr. John Gordon, an 


| mw 1 inhabitant of Charles Town, and Mr. Jeſſe Fiſh, a native of New York, both 
? nues, that the at preſent reſiding in this place, and ſubjects of Great Britain, by virtue of the 


| venders of . . . . 
i the ſeveral twentieth article of the treaty of peace executed in Paris between our court and 


* | | | lands pur- that of Great Britain the roth of February in the current year (by which the 


chaſed by Mr. : 3 
Gordon and vaſſals of his Catholick majeſty are permitted to ſell to thoſe of Great Britain 


| | A d aforeſaid all their eſtates and poſſeſſions) have effectually purchaſed thoſe vari- 
| goed titles ous eſtates called Pupo and Palica, Pajacara, Sn. Diego and La Nea, Sn. Buena 
| Y | — - Ventura and Tocoy, Sta. Lucia, Sn. Lorenzo de Aramaſaca, Sn. Matheo, 
Wo good and ſuf- Sn. Nicholas, Sn. Geronimo, Arato and Exapile, Picalata, Sn. Onofre and Piri- 

| N girigua, St. Phelipe and Aracu, Los Corrales and Yquirico, Sta. Ana de Afafa, 


| a0 the Tococruz, Yquifai, La Roſa del Diabolo, Aquitaſique, La Chua, Aboſalla and 

gal Ppropri- a i 5 

| tors thereof. Tampa, the which altogether contain one thouſand and fifty-eight ſquare 
leagues, more or leſs, as appears and is ſet forth by the plans of the ſame, 


affixed 
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affixed every one by itſelf to its reſpective deed of actual ſale, fold by Don 
Franciſco Chriſoſtomo, Don Pedro Benedict Horrutiner, Don Antonio Fer- 
nandez, Don Alonzo de Cardenas, Don Lorenzo de Leon, Don Phelipe 
Benedict Horrutiner, Don Simon de Hita y Salazar, Don Caſimiro de Hita, 
Don Diego Horencia y Salas, Don Juan Joſeph de Arranſatte, and Don Am- 
broſio Menendez Marques, all inhabitants of this city and ſubjects of his Ca- 
tholick majeſty ; which ſaid eſtates thoſe ſaid ſubjects of his Catholick majeſty: 
have reſpectively inherited from their anceſtors,. and poſſeſſed with proper titles and 
lawful rights which they have juſtified before the capiain Don Juan de Cotilla, en- 
gineer of the royal armies of his Catholick majeſty, and judze-commiſſioned by our junta 
for the intendency of thoſe mentioned eſtates, and other real and hereditary rights of 
thoſe Spaniſh ſubjetts in this place : upon which, being thoroughly informed and 
ſatisfied of the legality with which thoſe aforeſaid ſubjects of his Catholick ma- 
jeſty have ſold to the ſaid John Gordon and Jeſſe Fiſh, we do alſo certify, 
that the ſaid John Gordon and Jeſſe Fiſh are now the real and true owners 
of thoſe afore-mentioned eſtates by virtue of that reſpectable treaty, and formal 
inſtruments of their purchaſes which they have produced befere us: and we 
declare that Don Juan de Cotilla was the judge-commiſſioned for the intendency 
of theſe ſaid and before- mentioned examinations and enquiries; and that all faith 


and credit is and ought to be given to all that he has ſteſtified concerning the 
ſame. | 


We give theſe preſents ſigned with our hands, and ſealed with the ſeal of 
this royal contaduria, and counter: ſigned by the ſecretary of government, war, 
and royal revenues in St. Auguſtine in Florida, the 2d of December 1763. 

(Signed) 

MELCHOR FELIU. JUAN ESTEVAN oz PENA. 


By command of his excellency, &c. 
JOSEPH DE LEON, 


Eſſno de Goy®® y Guerra, 
. | Exhibit, 
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Exhibit, No XXVII. 


By Francis Ogilvie, eſquire, major of his Britannick majeſty's ninth 
regiment of foot, and commander in chief of Eaſt Florida for the 
time being. | | 


—_— oz \HESE are to certify, That Jeſſe Fiſh of this place, merchant, came 
cate of proof before me, together with Joſeph Delorme, Engliſh interpreter for the 


* de late Spaniſh governor of this precinct, and produced eighteen bills of ſale or 


execution of conveyances (in Spaniſh) of eſtates or tracts of land on the river St. Juan and 
the ſeveral 0 , SE 
deeds under Other parts of Florida, with plans and other papers thereto affixed, certified 
8 under the hand and ſeal of Don Juan de Cotilla : that the ſaid Joſeph del Orme, 
Fiſhclaimthe being duly ſworn on the Holy Evangeliſts, made oath and depoſed, that he was 
-< any in quer preſent and did ſee the perſons mentioned in the ſaid bills of ſale, namely Fran- 
ciſco Chriſoſtomo, Don Pedro Benedict Horrutiner, Don Antonio Fernandez, 
Don Alonzo de Cardenas, Don Lorenzo de Leon, Don Phelipe Benedict Hor- 
rutiner, Don Simon de Hita y Salazar, Don Caſimiro de Hita, Diego Floren- 
cia y Salas, Don Juan de Arranſatte, andiDon Ambroſio Menendez Marquez, 
ſign, and, as their alis and deeds reſpetiively, deliver the ſame, with the plans 
and other papers to each of them affixed, unto Jobn Gordon and Feſſe Fiſh for 
the conſideration-money in each of them mentioned, the receipt whereof they the 
ſaid perſons, and each of them, did acknowledge, and that they were therewith 
fully content and ſatisfied, and that the ſaid bills of ſale or conveyances are 
and conſiſt of the eſtates or tracts of land called Pupo and Palica, Pajacara, 
Sn. Diego and La Nea, Sn. Buena Ventura and Tocoy, Sta. Lucia, Sn. Lo- 
renzo de Aramaſaca, Sn. Matheo, Sn. Nicholas, Sn. Geronimo, Arato and 
Exapile, Picalata, Sn. Onofre and Pirigirigua, Sn. Phelipe and Aracu, Los 
Corrales and 'Yquirico, Sta. Ana de Afafa, Tococruz, Yquifai, La Roſa del 


Diabolo, Aquitalique, La Chua, Aboſalla, and Tampa. 


Given under my hand and ſeal at St. Auguſtine, 
this firſt day of December, in the year of our 


Lord 1763. 
FRANCIS OGILEVIE, 


* Commanding Florida. 


